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PREFACE 


The  term  of  office  of  the  first  Park  Commission  expired  in 
November,  1907,  and  in  connection  with  the  report  for  the 
third  quarter  of  that  year  the  Commissioners  submitted  to 
Councils  a review  of  the  work  done. 

As  this  review  gives  a connected,  though  necessarily  brief, 
account  of  park  operations  in  Harrisburg  from  the  creation 
of  the  Commission  down  to  the  end  of  1907,  it  has  been  added 
to  the  annual  report  presented  to  the  Council  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1908. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  the  statistics  also  continuous, 
the  figures  given  in  this  review  have  been  brought  down  to 
December  31,  1907,  at  which  date  the  park  year  began. 

As  showing  for  the  first  time  in  published  form  the  rather 
unusual  activities  of  the  Harrisburg  Park  organization  in 
promoting  wholesome  outdoor  sports  and  recreation,  a some- 
what full  statement  of  the  1908  activities  has  been  included  in 
the  Secretary’s  comprehensive  report. 

The  full  history  of  parks  in  Harrisburg  in  connection  with 
the  various  commissions  preceding  the  Commission  elected  by 
Councils  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  1889  and  its  supplement, 
the  Act  of  1901,  is  given  for  its  interest  and  that  a complete 
record  may  be  thus  made  accessible.  Much  care  has  been 
taken  to  have  these  records  accurate. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  HARRISBURG  PARK 
COMMISSION  AND  OF  VARIOUS  BODIES 

PRECEDING  IT 


Harrisburg  Park  Commission. 

Created  by  ordinance  approved  October  30.  1902.  First 
Commission,  elected  November  6.  1902  for  five  years  1 suc- 
ceeding Daniel  W.  Gross  Park  Commission.  1902  ; Promenade 
Park  Commission.  1903 : Lincoln  Park  Commission.  1903. 

Harris  Park  Commission.  1903 : Reservoir  Park  Commission. 
1904),  including: 

Jobn  Holier. 

Charles  A.  Disbrow. 

John  T.  Brady. 

Samuel  Kunkel. 

Joseph  P.  Luce. 

Organized  November  12.  1902 : 

John  Hofi'erY  President. 

George  G.  Kennedy.  Secretary. 

F.  L.  Mulford.  Superintendent  (elected  Aug.  18.  1903). 
George  G.  Kennedy  resigned  March.  1904. 

Marion  Yerbeke  elected  Secretary  March,  1904. 

Y.  Grant  Forrer  appointed  Assistant  to  President  January, 
1906. 

Marion  Yerbeke  resigned  as  Secretary  March  1.  1906. 

Y.  Grant  Forrer  elected  Secretary  March  1.  1906. 

Second  Commission,  elected  November  16.  1907.  for  five 

vears : 

«. 

William  E.  Bailev. 

«/ 

John  T.  Brady. 

Charles  A.  Disbrow. 

Henrv  E.  Hershev. 

*/  i 

J.  Horace  McFarland. 

* John  Hotter  resigned  December.  1904,  and  in  January,  1905, 
J.  Horace  McFarland  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  C.  A.  Disbrow 
was  elected  President  to  succeed  Mr.  Hotter, 
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Organized  November  25,  1907. 

Charles  A.  Disbrow,  President. 

V.  Grant  Forrer,  Secretary  and  Assistant  to  President. 

F.  L.  Mulford,  Superintendent. 

Harris  Park  Commission. 

Created  and  appointments  made  March  30,  1859,  by  Act  of 
Legislature. 

First  Commission:  W.  H.  Cleckner,  Thomas  Worley,  Wm. 
0.  Zimmerman,  T.  Allen  Hamilton,  Beverly  R.  Waugh,  George 
H.  Bell,  John  L.  Lingle. 

Last  Harris  Park  Commission:  J.  Montgomery  Forster, 
President;  S.  C.  Haldeman,  Secretary ; Lerue  Lemer,  Charles 
Foster,  George  H.  Bell,  John  McConkey,  W.  H.  Metzger. 

Two  members  serving  ex  officio  with  the  Harrisburg  Park 
Commission : 

% 

J.  Montgomery  Forster  and  D.  C.  Haldeman. 

(Mr.  Haldeman  is  treasurer  of  fund  for  betterment  of 
Harris  Park,  being  interest  on  $1,000  bequest  by  Simon  Cam- 
eron.) 

Lincoln  Park  Commission. 

Created  1872,  by  act  of  legislature;  terminated  April  22r 
1903,  by  act  of  legislature. 

First  Commission:  Dr.  Wm.  W.  Rutherford,  Calvin  C.  Bow- 
man, Charles  L.  Bailey,  Benjamin  L.  Forster,  Rudolph  F. 
Kelker,  Samuel  W.  Sharry,  George  Z.  Kunkle,  Dr.  S.  T.  Charl- 
ton, Hon.  John  J.  Pearson,  John  McPherson,  J.  B.  Boyd, 
Charles  Roumfort,  Richard  LI.  Hummel,  Dr.  E.  Franciscus, 
W.  O.  Hickok,  David  Harris,  Rev.  Y.  Hummel  Berghaus, 
Samuel  T.  Jones,  Henry  E.  Uhler,  John  F.  Hummel,  Valentine 
Egle,  Joseph  Strouse. 

Promenade  Park  Commission. 

Created  1873;  terminated  April  22,  1903. 

First  Commission:  J.  D.  Cameron,  Jacob  F.  Seiler,  George 
Wolf  Buehler,  Mrs.  Mary  IT.  Espy,  David  McCormick,  Wallace 
DeWitt,  Gov.  J.  F.  Hartranft,  Rev.  R.  J.  Keeling,  D.  D.,  Jno. 
B.  Cox,  Henry  McCormick,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Ross,  Jacob  C.  Bom- 
berger,  Mrs.  Eliza  McCormick,  Daniel  D.  Boas,  Jacob  S. 
Haldeman,  G.  W.  I.  Beatty,  Henry  Gilbert,  Francis  Wyeth, 
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Wm.  Buehler,  Rt.  Rev.  J.  F.  Stranahan,  D.  D.,  William  Cal- 
der, James  McCormick,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Eliza  E.  J.  Haldeman,  J.  V. 
Cresswell,  Rev.  T.  H.  Robinson,  D.  D.,  A.  J.  Herr,  Mrs.  John 
H.  Briggs,  Dr.  Mortimer  O’Connor,  Joshua  M.  Wiestling, 
George  W.  Hummel,  Mrs.  John  A.  Stehley,  I.  M.  Keller,  Mrs. 
Allen  J.  Bucher. 

Reservoir  Park  Commission. 

Created  by  ordinance  of  Councils  in  1889. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  to  serve  together  with 
4he  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Water  and  Lighting  De- 
partment : 

James  McCormick,  Mrs.  Jacob  S.  Haldeman,  John  Hoffer, 
William  K.  Alricks,  W.  R.  Gorgas,  W.  J.  Calder. 

The  Water  Commissioners  at  that  time  were*. 

Edmund  Mather,  J.  G.  M.  Bay,  James  D.  Saltzman. 

The  Commission  organized  January  7,  1890,  and  elected 
J"ames  McCormick  President,  and  J.  D.  B.  Koons  Secretary. 
Of  the  original  members  Messrs.  Hoffer,  Calder,  Mather  and 
Mrs.  Haldeman  served  continuously.  Messrs.  Bay  and  Saltz- 
man were  succeeded  in  1890  by  Robert  Baskins  and  A.  G. 
Miles.  In  1891  Edward  Drinkwater  succeeded  Mr.  Baskins. 
In  1892  George  J.  Hutton  succeeded  Mr.  Miles.  In  1893  John 
A.  Affleck  succeeded  Mr.  Drinkwater.  George  Doehne  was 
elected  a member  of  the  Commission  January  12,  1893,  filling 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  W.  R.  Gorgas,  and  on 
March  19,  1894,  H.  M.  Kelley  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
due  to  the  resignation  of  James  McCormick.  John  Hoffer 
was  elected  President  to  succeed  Mr.  McCormick.  On  April 

25,  1891,  Willard  S.  Young  was  elected  Secretary  to  succeed 
J.  D.  B.  Koons,  and  when  Mr.  Young  resigned  on  January 

26,  1894,  Mr.  George  G.  Kennedy  was  elected  to  succeed  him. 

Daniel  W.  Gross  Park  Commission. 

Created  by  ordinance  of  Councils  August  10,  1893 ; dis- 
solved October  30,  1902. 

James  M.  Cameron,  Casper  L.  Bigler,  Henry  B.  McCormick, 
Edmund  Mather,  Henry  McCormick,  Jr.,  Col.  W.  W.  Jennings, 
Donald  McCormick,  George  A.  Gross,  Herman  P.  Miller, 
Thomas  M.  Jones. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HARRISBURG  PARK  COM- 
MISSION FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31,  1908 


January  4,  1909. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of  Harris - 

burg : 

Gentlemen  : In  accordance  with  the  ordinance  creating 
this  Commission,  we  herewith  transmit  to  you  as  our  report 
the  reports  made  to  us  by  the  Secretary  and  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Commission,  commending  these  interesting  and  im- 
portant documents  to  your  earnest  attention. 

Charged  as  we  are  with  the  duty  of  reporting  to  your  hon- 
orable bodies,  in-  order  that  you  may  be  guided  in  your  pro- 
vision of  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  parks  of  the  City 
of  Harrisburg  and  in  your  consideration  of  the  many  im- 
portant problems  arising  in  the  completion  of  the  park  system, 
which  is  an  important  part  of  the  City’s  economics,  we  are 
powerless  to  inform  you  as  a basis  for  intelligent  action  un- 
less the  reports  submitted  are  duly  read  and  considered.  That 
this  be  done  with  convenience  to  your  honorable  bodies,  and 
that  we  may  also  be  in  a position  to  respond  to  the  many 
requests  from  cities  whose  reports  we  constantly  receive,  we 
respectfully  urge  that  this  report,  with  illustrations  which 
we  can  supply  for  it,  be  at  once  separately  printed.  Its  ap- 
pearance two  years  hence  in  the  annual  volume  will  be  of  no 
actual  use  in  promoting  the  consideration  of  the  important 
problems  within  your  charge. 

Park  Visits  in  1908. 

The  year  just  closed  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  the  people 
of  Harrisburg,  and  of  Councils  as  representing  them,  in  fos- 
tering the  creation  of  a park  system  and  in  maintaining  it  as 
adequately  as  circumstances  would  permit.'  Reference  to  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  will  showT  that  the  total  number  of 
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the  park  visits  during  the  year  increased  31  per  cent,  reach- 
ing the  remarkable  figure  of  1,084,360.  This  would  indicate 
that,  on  the  average,  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
City  of  Harrisburg  has  used  some  portion  of  the  parks  of 
the  city  at  least  thirteen  times  during  the  year.  We  con- 
fidently submit  that  such  use  lias  been  influential  toward 
public  health,  contentment  and  prosperity,  and  that  it  pro- 
motes good  order  and  good  citizenship. 

Completion  of  the  System. 

The  year  1908  has  brought  the  park  system  further  toward 
the  completion  which  it  is  our  duty  to  bring  about  if  possible. 
The  reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  the  Secretary  will 
show  the  additions  in  acreage  arising  from  the  acquirement 
of  further  properties  in  the  Wildwood  district.  The  whole 
park  system  now  includes  a total  of  707  acres.  The  acreage 
would  be  larger,  had  not  unavoidable  delays  prevented  the  ac- 
quisition of  necessary  lands  in  the  Wildwood  district. 

Need  of  Increased  Acreage. 

The  necessity  for  obtaining  additional  area  upon  which  the 
people  may  spread  is  well  indicated  when  the  attendance  per 
acre  in  the  Harrisburg  parks  is  taken  into  account.  The 
most  used  part  of  the  park  system  is  the  Front  Street  Park, 
which  has  had  to  carry  21,429  persons  per  acre  during  the 
year.  Obviously,  the  cost  of  maintenance  is  immensely  in- 
creased by  the  congestion.  The  Island  Playground  has  car- 
ried 8,784  to  the  acre — indicative  of  their  popularity. 
Twelfth  Street  has  been  most  useful,  and  records  the  hand- 
ling of  6,091  persons  per  acre  during  the  year.  Reservoir 
Park,  our  main  pleasure-ground,  had  to  take  care  of  2,971 
persons  per  acre.  While  Wildwood  collectively  had  a large 
attendance,  amounting  to  11,000,  taken  by  the  acre  it 
amounted  to  but  23  persons  per  acre.  It  is  to  Wildwood  Park 
that  we  must  look  for  relief  from  the  park  congestion  which 
confronts  us;  it  is  to  Wildwood  Park  we  must  look  for  justice 
to  the  west  end  of  Harrisburg,  now  not  properly  provided 
with  either  park,  playground  or  recreation  facilities,  but 
which,  when  we  shall  have  been  permitted  by  the  provision 
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of  funds  to  arrange  for  facilities  equal  to  those  obtainable  on 
the  Island  and  at  the  Reservoir  Park,  will  give  to  a very 
large  population  access  to  an  unmatched  recreation  ground. 

The  interest  of  the  people  in  the  parks  was  shown  most 
forcibly  during  the  year  in  their  largely  increased  use,  as 
above  cited.  We  would  respectfully  urge  upon  your  honorable 
bodies  that  the  rapid  increase  in  attendance  force  upon  this 
Commission  an  equivalent  increase  in  maintenance  cost.  To 
look  after  the  park  wants  and  follow  the  park  use  of  more 
than  a million  people  a year — park  visits  having  nearly 
doubled  within  two  years — entails  upon  us  immensely  in- 
creased work.  When  it  is  noted  that  this  vast  throng  was 
handled  with  but  eight  policemen,  and  at  a minimum  of  dis- 
order, the  capability  of  the  park  in  promoting  good  order  is 
well  seen. 

Significant  features  of  the  year’s  park  work  are  given  in 
the  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Superintendent.  The  ath- 
letic sports  feature,  as  giving  beneficial  pleasure  to  vast  num- 
bers of  people  and  as  attracting  visitors  to  Harrisburg,  has 
been  fostered  by  your  Commission,  and  the  Island  Play- 
ground, with  its  seating  facilities  and  its  recreation  pro- 
visions, has  been  extremely  popular.  Attention  is  called  to 
the  account  given  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  endeavors 
made  to  prevent  river  encroachment  upon  the  Island  Play- 
ground, by  the  erection  of  a jetty. 

The  Park  Nursery. 

We  call  your  attention  to  the  extremely  profitable  opera- 
tion of  the  park  nursery  during  the  year.  This  enterprise 
has  again  shown  its  utility  and  value.  Planting  amounting 
to  52,993  shrubs,  worth,  at  current  market  prices,  $3,324.39 
which  we  would  have  had  to  pay  if  the  plants  had  been  pur- 
chased, was  required  during  the  year.  The  cost  to  the  city, 
under  the  handling  of  the  park  nursery  by  this  Commission 
was  $964.47,  a significant  showing  as  to  the  economy  practised. 

Need  of  Additional  Funds. 

We  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  bodies 
to  the  importance  of  considering  at  an  early  date  some  definite 
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provision  of  funds  for  the  completion  of  the  park  system. 
Certain  important  properties  remain  to  be  acquired  in  the 
Wildwood  district,  and  their  value  is  not  decreasing.  The 
connecting  parkway  to  which  we  are  committed,  and  which 
the  city  need  for  many  important  reasons  connected  with  its 
growth  will  require  expenditures  not  now  within  our  reach. 
It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  no  wiser  expenditure  could 
be  made  than  a sufficient  one  to  permit  the  completion  of  the 
city  of  Harrisburg  of  the  work  which  has  been  so  well  begun. 

We  would  also  respectfully  present  to  your  attention  the 
need  for  a more  liberal  maintenance  appropriation.  The  Har- 
risburg Park  Commission  is  the  servant  of  the  people,  but  the 
Councils  of  the  City  of  Harrisburg  are  the  stewards  of  the 
money  of  the  people,  and  if  funds  are  not  placed  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Commission  the  parks  cannot  be  adequately  pre- 
pared or  maintained  under  the  immense  traffic  put  upon  them 
by  those  for  whom  they  were  created.  It  is  but  proper  to 
record  at  this  time  the  appreciation  of  the  Harrisburg  Park 
Commission  of  the  uniform  courtesy  it  has  received  at  the 
hands  of  your  honorable  bodies.  The  Councils  and  all  the 
city  officials,  including  his  honor,  the  Mayor,  have  been  in 
unit  in  respect  to  interest  in  and  a helpful  regard  for  the 
parks  which  benefit  all  the  people. 

The  Ensign  Fountain. 

A notable  event  during  the  year  was  the  dedication  of  the 
Herman  Lee  Ensign  fountain,  now  placed  at  the  intersection 
of  Derry  and  Mulberry  streets.  While  this  fountain  is  under 
the  charge  of  the  Water  Department,  it  was  obtained  through 
the  intervention  of  the  Park  Commission,  in  connection  with 
Ex-Mayor  Maurice  C.  Eby,  and  its  dedication  on  June  22, 
1908,  was  an  event  of  no  small  significance. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Chas.  A.  Disbrow, 

President, 

J.  Horace  McFarland, 

Jno.  T.  Brady, 

H.  E.  Hershey, 

Wm.  E.  Bailey. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  FOR  1908 


January  4,  1909. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Harrisburg  Park  Commission: 

Gentleman  : I herewith  submit  my  report,  including  the 
financial  statement  of  this  department  for  the  calendar  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  eight. 

Attendance  and  Average. 

An  increase  of  31  per  cent,  in  the  total  number  of  persons 
making  use  of  the  parks  in  the  year  1908  over  that  of  1907 
demonstrates  that  the  appropriation  by  the  City  of  Harris- 
burg for  this  department  and  the  constant  efforts  of  this 
Commission  to  extend  the  park  area  of  the  city  and  to  add  to 
park  attractions  were-  for  the  general  good  and  were  appre- 
ciated by  the  people  of  the  city. 

The  increased  attendance  of  the  parks  is  not  shown  only  by 
the  extraordinary  popularity  of  the  various  athletic  fields  and 
playgrounds  maintained  upon  the  park  properties,  a direct 
result  of  the  fostering  of  clean  amateur  athletics  by  the  Park 
Commission,  by  furnished  facilities,  unexcelled  anywhere,  for 
sports  of  all  seasons.  The  extent  to  which  the  parks  are  used 
for  these  purposes  is  a matter  of  common  knowledge,  but  the 
popularity  of  Harrisburg’s  park  system  is  even  more  forcibly 
proved  by  the  greater  number  of  persons  making  use  of  the 
River  Park,  Wildwood  Park,  Reservoir  Park  and  the  Park- 
way simply  as  parks — for  breathing  places  and  promenades 
and  quiet  resting  places  away  from  the  city’s  dust,  its  heat 
and  its  noise — and  by  the  fact  that  more  persons  attended 
the  annual  series  of  free  band  concerts  in  Reservoir  Park  than 
ever  before,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  circumstance  that  for  the 
latter  attraction  less  money  was  made  available  last  season 
than  in  the  previous  summer. 

The  Harrisburg  Park  System  now  comprises  707  acres.  Of 
these,  27  are  playgrounds  and  51  acres  used  for  the  parkway. 
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Of  the  total  acreage  416  have  been  purchased,  99  donated,  37 
leased  and  155  are  in  litigation.  The  following  table  shows 
the  distribution  of  acreage  and  the  attendance  in  1907  and 
1908: 


Acre- 

Attend- 

Attend- 

In- 

Parks. 

age. 

ance , 1908. 

ance,  1907. 

crease. 

Reservoir 

88 

261,450 

220,200 

41,250 

Front  Street 

26 

557,151 

466,000 

91.151 

Island 

23 

131,759 

68,500 

63.259 

Twelfth  Street 

11 

67,000 

46.600 

20.400 

Parkway 

60 

32.800 

7 

16.750 

16.050 

13th  and  Sycamore,  . . 

4 

21.200 

5,250 

15,950 

"Wildwood 

495 

11,000 

no  estimate 

11,000 

Mac-lav  and  Front,  . . . 
*/  ’ 

2,000 

6th  and  Reel’s  Lane,  . . 

2,000 

Totals 

707 

1,084,360 

825,300 

Front  Street. 

I regret  to  report  that,  although  persistent  efforts  were 
made  throughout  the  year  to  acquire  the  ownership  of  addi- 
tional plots  of  ground  along  the  river  bank,  there  has  been 
no  donation  of  land  in  the  year  by  the  holders  of  these  prop- 
erties. 

This  fact  is  to  be  deplored.  The  easy  accessibility  of  the 
river  park,  paralleling  as  it  does  the  city  along  its  greatest 
length,  has  made  it  the  most  popular  park  of  the  system,  as 
is  shown  by  the  foregoing  figures  of  attendance.  The  acqui- 
sition of  the  remaining  privately  owned  land  on  the  river 
front,  that  below  Paxton  street  and  that  between  Hamilton 
and  Division  streets,  would  enable  the  department  to  en- 
hance greatly  the  value  of  the  Front  street  properties  facing 
the  river  by  making  a park  4.31  miles  long  without  other  in- 
terruption than  the  Hardscrabble  district.  The  only  other 
break  in  the  park  that  existed  formerly,  that  at  North  street 
where  the  city  pumping  station  blocked  the  park,  was  elimin- 
ated this  year  bv  the  construction  of  a fill  between  the  build- 
ings  and  the  river’s  edge,  allowing  the  continuing  of  the 
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promenade  path  and  the  beautifying  of  the  locality  by  orna- 
mental planting.  The  river  park  is  thus  practically  continu- 
ous from  Herr  street  southward  to  Paxton  street,  although 
there  are  four  properties  south  of  the  Fleming  residence  still 
privately  owned. 

Of  the  entire  stretch,  the  Commission  now  has  control  of 
10,303  feet  of  river  front  property.  The  length  of  the  river 
front  within  the  city  limits  is  22,737  feet.  The  Commission 
thus  has  less  than  half  of  the  frontage,  but  the  property 
owned  is  that  which  is  opposite  the  most  valuable  portions  of 

Front  street.  No  valid  reason  is  given  by  the  owners  of  the 
remaining  plots  for  their  continued  private  ownership. 

The  Parkway. 

Although  the  development  of  the  encircling  parkway  will 
benefit  the  abutting  property  owners  to  even  greater  degree 
than  the  completion  of  the  river  park  will  the  Front  street 
property  owners,  the  same  regrettable  unwillingness  to  pro- 
mote its  completion  was  manifest  in  the  year  past.  No  addi- 
tional donations  were  made  in  1908. 

Of  the  17  miles  that  will  ultimately  compose  this  important 
feature  of  the  park  system,  1J  miles  are  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  city  and  9 miles  are  yet  to  be  required  from  private 
owners.  The  remainder  is  along  the  river  road  and  through 
Wildwood  Park. 

Improvements  Needed. 

Lack  of  protection  from  the  wash  of  the  river  current  along* 
the  foot  of  the  bank  resulted  in  serious  damage  to  the  River 
Park  embankment,  considerable  earth  being  washed,  under- 
mining the  slope  and  disfiguring  the  park  by  making  uneven 
the  border  of  the  sunken  promenade.  As  a remedy  a stone  or 
concrete  wall  should  be  constructed  to  safeguard  the  park 
from  further  encroachment.  It  is  becoming  more  and  more 
difficult  to  secure  earth  for  filling  out  the  bank,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  hauling  it,  especially  to  the  central  portions  of  the- 
city,  is  considerable. 

A public  comfort  station  in  River  Park  is  needed  greatly. 
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One  situated  near  the  central  part  of  the  city  would  be  of 
convenience  to  thousands.  The  River  Park  is  the  only  park 
in  the  city  that  is  not  provided  with  retiring  rooms  for  men 
and  for  women,  but  they  are  needed  there  more  than  at  the 
other  parks,  because  it  is  the  most  used.  Such  a convenience 
could  be  constructed  below  the  brink  of  the  embankment, 
possibly  beneath  one  of  the  river  bridges,  and  would  be  in- 
conspicuous and  unobjectionable. 

Drinking  fountains  should  be  installed  at  points  along  the 
River  park  and  at  the  Twelfth  Street  Playgrounds. 

Numerous  vacant  and  unused  lots  in  all  parts  of  the  city 
afford  easy  means  of  extending  the  beneficial  playground 
system.  At  these  points  in  different  localities  remote  from 
the  more  elaborately  equipped  recreation  places  the  installa- 
tion of  simple  and  inexpensive  apparatus  such  as  see-saws, 
swings,  sand-boxes  and  giant  strides  would  be  the  means  of 
pleasurable  and  healthful  exercise  of  thousands  of  children, 
with  the  added  advantage  that  they  would  be  under  the  watch- 
ful eye  of  the  park  officer.  The  Park  Commission  in  es- 
tablishing these  recreation  places  would  thus  not  only  further 
its  policy  of  fostering  out-door  exercises  and  amusements 
but  would  promote  the  health  and  comfort  of  many  children, 
as  well  as  of  parents  who  could  be  freed  of  worry  if  their 
children  were  known  to  be  safe  at  a department  playground. 

Additional  baseball  diamonds  are  needed.  The  demands 
for  permits  to  play  baseball  in  the  parks  last  year  was  greatly 
in  excess  of  the  supply  of  available  places,  even  though  some- 
times a single  diamond  would  be  made  to  accommodate  seven 
full  games  in  a day,  starting  at  6 A.  M.,  when  night-turn  rail- 
road men  played,  and  continuing  till  7.30  P.  M.,  the  close  of 
the  Sunday  School  League  games.  Partial  relief  from  the 
scarcity  of  diamonds  will  be  effected  in  1909  by  the  opening 
of  additional  land  in  Wildwood  Park,  but  others  will  still  be 
needed.  If  ground  could  be  leased  for  this  purpose  or  secured 
free  of  cost  for  use  through  the  season,  the  Commission  could 
do  nothing  to  please  a greater  number  of  persons  than  by  es- 
tablishing and  maintaining  baseball  fields  for  public  use,  sub- 
ject to  the  regulations  of  the  department. 
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The  employment  of  playground  instructors  would  add 
greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the  department’s  out-door  athletic 
and  gymnastic  facilities  and  apparatus.  Under  the  intelli- 
gent direction  of  a man  skilled  in  physical  exercise  and  gym- 
nastics the  youth  of  the  city  would  be  developed  systematically 
and  the  general  health  of  the  community  improved  thereby. 
At  the  Twelfth  Street  Playground  especially,  where  the  ex- 
tensive open  air  gymnasium,  even  without  an  instructor,  has 
greatly  improved  conditions  of  health  in  a locality  where 
formerly  there  was  much  ill-health  and  physical  deficiency, 
the  employment  of  such  a skilled  man  would  be  of  immense 
benefit.  That  the  use  of  the  apparatus  there  has  already 
benefited  the  youth  of  the  district  is  shown  by  reports  of  in- 
surance companies  that  the  rate  of  mortality  in  the  region  is 
decidedly  lower  than  formerly. 

Every  musical  instructor  who  has  ever  led  an  orchestra  or 
a band  in  the  band  stand  at  Reservoir  Park  has  complained 
of  its  acoustic  properties.  Sound,  they  say,  is  interfered  with 
and  does  not  properly  reflect  from  the  stand,  so  that  it  can 
be  heard  over  a much  smaller  area  than  it  would  be  under 
correct  conditions.  A new  shell  for  the  use  of  the  musical 
organizations  is  an  imperative  necessity,  and  would  be  warmly 
welcomed  by  the  tens  of  thousands  of  persons  who  attend  the 
concerts  every  year. 

Athletics  and  Sports. 

The  greatest  activity  prevailed  throughout  the  year  in  out- 
door sports  on  the  park  system’s  fields  and  grounds.  Begin- 
ning with  the  first  of  the  year,  skating,  field  sports,  track 
athletics,  baseball,  golf,  swimming,  rowing,  tennis,  basketball 
and  football  were  engaged  in,  in  season,  by  thousands  of  men 
and  women,  boys  and  girls.  All  these  sports  were  played  on 
excellent  fields  and  grounds,  with  apparatus  and  facilities 
supplied  in  part  by  the  Commission,  without  charge  to  play- 
ers or  spectators.  Increased  interest  in  all  sports  except  foot- 
ball was  manifested  by  a larger  number  of  games  played  than 
in  any  other  year. 

The  big  formal  contests  and  series  of  competitions  inau- 
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gurated  in  1907  were  repeated  in  1908  with  increased  number 
of  competitors,  more  spectators  and  greater  interest.  They 
have  now  become  fixtures  upon  the  athletic  calendar  of  Har- 
risburg and  its  vicinity  and  through  them  this  city  is  becom- 
ing a center  of  amateur  athletics. 

The  first  of  the  scheduled  events  was  the  second  annual 
Pennsylvania  High  Schools  track  and  field  meet,  at  the  Island 
athletic  field,  May  16.  Next  were  the  first  annual  track  and 
field  sports  of  the  Pennsylvania  Intercollegiate  Athletic  As- 
sociation, which  brought  athletes  here  from  eleven  colleges  of 
the  State  in  the  biggest  athletic  meet  ever  held  in  Harrisburg. 
Eight  thousand  people  attended  these  games.  Six  other  track 
meets  were  held,  including  the  annual  dual  and  inter-class 
meets  of  the  two  local  high  schools  and  the  first  annual  meet 
for  the  students  of  the  city  grammar  schools.  Four  thousand 
boys  and  girls  attended  this  event,  the  first  ever  held  here. 

The  City  League  of  Amateur  Baseball  Clubs,  formed  in 
1907,  was  reorganized  on  April  6,  1908,  and  had  a successful 
season.  A series  of  eighteen  games  for  each  club  was  played 
between  April  18th  and  September  5th. 

The  universal  revival  of  interest  in  tennis  was  evident  here. 
The  courts  are  more  popular  than  ever,  and  the  second  annual 
tournament  on  park  courts,  held  from  July  25th  till  August 
20th,  had  103  entrants. 

The  second  annual  water  carnival  on  the  Susquehanna  river 
on  Labor  Day  drew  entries  for  the  swimming  events  from 
among  the  best  athletes  in  the  country,  including  C.  M.  Dan- 
iels. the  famous  world’s  champion,  and  other  metropolitan 
swimmers. 

The  Harrisburg  Park  Golf  Club  was  organized  May  15th 
by  the  players  on  the  Reservoir  Park  links  and  tournaments 
were  held  at  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  season.  This 
organization  was  self-supporting  from  its  very  beginning  and 
is  the  only  athletic  organization  using  public  park  facilities 
that  has  this  enviable  distinction.  A similar  organization 
could  be  and  should  be  formed  by  the  tennis  players,  who 
would  benefit  greatly  by  it ; the  baseball  league  also  ought  to 
become  self-supporting. 
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Public  spirited  and  generous  men  made  possible  all  these 
out-door  events  in  the  year  excepting  golf.  These  citizens  not 
only  promoted  the  various  games  and  meets,  but  they  person- 
ally made  all  arrangements,  secured  money  for  the  trophies 
through  the  liberality  of  contributors  but  made  up  deficits 
where  necessary  and  managed  the  events  themselves  when 
they  took  place,  all  without  benefit  whatever  other  than  the 
pleasure  their  activities  afforded  them. 

The  newspapers  of  the  city,  with  similar  public  spirit,  pro- 
moted the  games  by  unusual  efforts  to  give  them  all  the  help- 
ful publicity  possible. 

The  two  big  track  and  field  meets  and  the  City  League 
Amateur  baseball  games  were  managed  by  the  permanent 
Harrisburg  Track  Athletic  Committee.  The  other  events 
were  promoted  by  special  committees. 

Following  are  detailed  accounts  of  all  activities  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Commission : 

Second  Annual  Pennsylvania  High  School  Track  and 
Field  Meet,  May  16th,  City  Athletic  Field,  Island  Park. 

The  Harrisburg  Track  Athletic  Committee,  which  pro- 
moted the  first  of  the  big  meets  in  1907,  for  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania high  schools,  extended  its  scope  in  1908  to  include  all 
high  schools  of  the  State  with  the  exception  of  those  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburg.  The  schools  that  competed,  in  the  order 
of  their  performance,  with  the  number  of  points  won  by  each, 
are  as  follows: 

Reading,  58 ; Harrisburg,  19 ; Wilkesbarre,  18 ; Steelton, 
13 ; Pottstown,  6 ; Carlisle,  2 ; Harrisburg  Technical,  2 ; 
Canton,  P;  Middletown,  1,  and  York,  1.  Altoona  and  Ber- 
wick did  not  score. 

The  individual  winners  and  their  records  were  as  follows : 


High  jump, P.  Jones,  H.  H.  S.,  . . 5 ft.  3%  in. 

880  yard  run,  L.  Dewees,  Reading,  .2  min.  10  4/5  sec. 

12  pound  shot, G.  Haman,  Reading,  .38  ft.  10  in. 

1 mile  run,  L.  Dewees,  Reading,  .5  min.  1/5  sec. 


12  pound  hammer,  . .Carr,  Wilkes-Barre,  . .122  ft.  10  in. 
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440  yard  dash, C.  Stauffer,  Reading,  .55  sec. 

120  yard  low  hurdles, W.  Davies,  Reading,  . 17  sec. 

Broad  jump, Jones,  H.  H.  S., 19  ft.  8 in. 

220  yard  dash,  H.  Maurer,  Steelton,  .24  sec. 

1 mile  relay, Leven,  Ferguson,  Huf- 

ford,  Stauffer,  of 

Reading,  3 min.  52  2/5  sec. 

100  yard  dash, H.  Maurer,  Steelton,  .10  4/5  sec. 

The  attendance  was  4,500.  The  contestants  numbered  137. 
A handsome  shield,  to  be  contested  for  annually  till  one 
school  has  won  the  meet  four  times,  when  it  will  become  the 
property  of  that  school,  was  given  to  Reading  for  its  victory. 
For  the  individual  winners  of  first,  second  and  third  places, 
gold,  silver  and  bronze  medals  of  handsome  design  were  pre- 
sented. 


440-yard  run,  Pennsylvania  Inter-collegiate  games,  Island  Play 

grounds.  May  30,  1908 
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First  Annual  Track  and  Field  Meet,  Pennsylvania  Inter- 
collegiate Athletic  Association,  May  30th,  City 
Athletic  Field,  Island  Park. 

Eight  thousand  persons  attended  the  first  annual  track  and 
field  meet,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Intercollegiate  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation on  May  30th,  morning  and  afternoon. 


Pole  Vault,  Pennsylvania  Inter-collegiate  Games,  May  30,  1908, 

Island  Playgrounds. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-five  athletes,  representing  eleven 
colleges  of  the  state,  fought  for  points  and  made  records  that 
in  some  cases  compared  more  than  favorably  with  the  records 
of  the  Eastern  Intercollegiate  meet,  held  the  same  day  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  colleges  stood  as  follows : 

Carlisle  Indians,  52 % ; Lafayette,  35;  Western  U.  of  P., 
18 ; Penn.  State,  Ifii/o ; Swarthmore,  15 ; Dickinson,  11  * 
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Lehigh,  2;  Washington  and  Jefferson,  2;  Gettysburg,  1; 
Grove  City  and  Muhlenberg,  no  score. 

The  records  for  the  events  of  the  meet  were  as  follows : 

Event.  Winner  and  School.  Record. 

1 mile  run,  W.  F.  Goodwin,  La- 

fayette,   4 min.  36  4/5  sec, 

440  yard  dash,  E.  Moore,  Carlisle,  . . .51  4/5  sec. 

120  yard  hurdles,  . . .F.  Schanandors,  Car- 
lisle,   15  4/5  sec. 

100  yard  dash, G.  M.  Schaeffer,  La- 

favette,  10  sec. 

u J 

2 mile  run, L.  Tewanie,  W.  Hunt 

Carlisle,  10  min. 13  3/5  sec. 

880  yard  run, G.  J.  Bradford, 

Swarthmore,  2 min.  4 sec. 

220  yard  hurdles,  ...D.  A.  Herrick,  Lafay- 
ette,   25  2/5  secs. 

220  yard  dash, G.  M.  Schaeffer,  La- 

fayette, and  H.  H. 

Bubb,  Penn.  State,  .22  3/5  secs. 

16  pound  shot, W.  M.  Hess,  Dickin- 
son,   39  feet,  4 ins. 

Pole  vault, C.  Mitchell,  Carlisle,  .11  feet. 

High  jump, J.  Thorpe,  6 feet. 

Broad  jump, H.  G.  Lee,  Lafayette,  .21  feet. 

Discus  throw, F.  Van  Doren,  W.  U. 

P.,  113  feet,  6 in. 

For  the  winning  of  the  meet,  the  Carlisle  Indians  became 
owners  of  a large  sterling  silver  loving  cup,  purchased  by 
the  members  of  the  Harrisburg  Track  Athletic  Committee. 
The  committee  also  gave  prizes  to  individuals,  gold,  silver  and 
bronze  medals,  besides  paying  the  hotel  bills  of  the  teams. 
These  expenses  were  paid  by  funds  raised  from  generous 
local  firms  and  citizens  who  contributed  liberally  to  a general 
fund  for  both  the  school  and  college  meets. 

The  members  of  the  Harrisburg  Track  Athletic  Committee, 
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220-yard  hurdle  race,  Pennsylvania  Inter-collegiate  games,  Island 

Playgrounds,  May  30,  1908 


a permanent  organization  that  also  has  control  of  the  city 
Amateur  League,  are  as  follows : 

Dr.  Chas.  13.  Fager,  Jr.,  Chairman;  Geo.  W.  Kehr,  Secre- 
tary; R.  G.  Cox,  Treasurer ; H.  L.  Bowers,  Recording  Secre- 
tary; Ross  A.  Hickok,  B.  Ed.  Finnegan,  John  Miller  Bon- 
bright,  Rev.  S.  W.  Herman,  Benj.  W.  Hemming,  W.  0.  Hickok, 
III,  A.  H.  Hull,  C.  S.  Davis,  Vance  C.  McCormick,  John  Y. 
Boy  cl,  W.  R.  Douglas,  V.  Grant  Forrer,  Wellington  G.  Jones, 
James  A.  Bell,  George  W.  Hill,  Francis  J.  Hall,  B.  F.  Myers, 
III,  Dr.  Harvey  F.  Smith,  F.  L.  Mulford,  John  Fox  Weiss, 
E.  C.  Taggart,  Mercer  B.  Tate,  Rev.  J.  Stockton  Roddy,  J. 
Montgomery  Trace. 
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Referee:  W.  0.  Hickok,  III,  Yale. 

Judges  of  Track  Events:  Vance  C.  McCormick,  Yale;  R.  G. 
Cox,  Princeton;  Rev.  J.  Stockton  Roddy,  Princeton;  Robert 
W.  Dunlop,  Illinois. 

Official  Scorer:  John  Miller  Bonbright. 

Marshall:  B.  W.  Demming,  State. 

Announcer:  Mercer  B.  Tate,  Lehigh. 

Assistant  Announcers:  Jas.  A.  Bell,  Harrisburg  Board  of 
Trade ; Scott  S.  Leiby,  Franklin  and  Marshall. 

Assistant  Scorers:  Robert  Black,  Princeton;  Wm.  R.  Doug- 
las, The  Patriot;  Wellington  G.  Jones,  Harrisburg  Telegraph; 
B.  F.  Myers,  Jr.,  Star-Independent. 

Inspectors:  V.  Grant  Forrer,  Harrisburg  Park  Commission; 
Dr.  C.  B.  Fager,  Jr.,  U.  of  P.;  J.  C.  Johnson,  Bucknell;  Wil- 
liam S.  Long. 

Starter:  W.  W.  Morgaridge. 

Timers:  Dr.  Harvey  F.  Smith,  Bucknell,  Starter;  C.  Ross 
Boas,  E.  G.  Irvin,  Steelton;  W.  A.  Neal,  W.  W.  Morgaridge. 
Photographer : Robert  B.  McFarland. 

Clerk  of  Course:  George  W.  Kehr,  Princeton. 

Assistant  Clerks  of  Course:  George  W.  Hill,  Gettysburg; 
Harry  Alexander,  Y.  M.  C.  A. ; C.  C.  Dunning,  Dickinson ; 
H.  L.  Bowers,  Porter  Hammond,  St.  Lukes. 

Contributions  amounting  to  $872.50  for  defraying  expenses 
incidental  to  the  inter-scholastic  and  inter-collegiate  track 
and  field  meets,  were  given  by  the  following: 

Central  Pennsylvania  Alumni  Association  of  Yale  University. 
Central  Pennsylvania  Alumni  Association  of  Princeton  Uni- 
versity. 

University  of  Pennsylvania  Alumni  Association  of  Central 
Pennsylvania. 

Lehigh  University  Alumni  Association  of  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Lafayette  College  Alumni  Association  of  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Dickinson  College  Alumni  Association  of  Central  Pennsyl- 
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Gettysburg  College  Alumni  Association  of  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Franklin  and  Marshall  College  Alumni  Association  of  Central 
Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania  State  College  Alumni  Association  of  Central 
Pennsylvania. 

Harrisburg  High  School  Alumni  Association. 

Harrisburg  High  School  Athletic  Association. 


Steelton  High  School. 
Harrisburg  Bridge  Company. 
Pettit  & Company. 

E.  G.  Hoover. 

George  A.  Gorgas. 

Id.  A.  Chayne. 

Bernard  Schmidt. 

Donaldson  Paper  Company. 
Dives,  Pomeroy  Stewart. 
Hoerner’s  Corner. 

W.  C.  Farnsworth. 

R.  Y.  Fairlamb. 

F.  B.  Musser. 

John  T.  Brady. 

J.  Y.  W.  Reynders. 

S.  K.  Hamburger. 

H.  S.  Calvert. 

W.  B.  McCaleb. 

Capital  City  Artificial  Limb 
Co. 

Lochiel  Hotel. 

Dickert ’s  Restaurant. 

T.  II.  Hamilton. 

A.  P.  Dare. 

D.  L.  Kiester. 

Harrisburg  Man’f’g  & Boiler 
Co. 


W ltman-Schwarz  Company. 
Jackson  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. 

Landis  Restaurant. 

H.  Gilbert  & Son. 

Grand  Hotel. 

C.  H.  Lloyd. 

J.  H.  Kelberg. 

Harrisburg  Board  of  Trade. 
A.  D.  Bacon. 

J.  Horace  McFarland  Com- 
pany. 

E.  Z.  Gross 
W.  A.  Laverty. 

G.  W.  Himes. 

J.  H.  & M.  S.  Butterworth. 
W.  M.  Ogelsby. 

Harrisburg  Cycle  & Type- 
writer Co. 

A.  B.  Dietrich. 

Harrisburg  Automobile  Com- 
pany. 

Miller  Bros.  & Baker. 

Holmes  Seed  Company. 

F.  E.  Musser. 


City  of  Harrisburg 


27 


First  Annual  Track  and  Field  Meet  for  Grammar  Schools,. 
CiT\r  Athletic  Field,  Island  Park,  June  3,  1908. 

Six  of  the  City’s  grammar  schools  were  represented  in  the 
first  annual  track  and  field  meet  for  students  of  those  schools, 
held  on  the  Island  track  and  field,  June  3rd.  They  were  the 
Forney,  Camp  Curtin,  Webster,  Stevens,  Harris  and  Lincoln 
Buildings.  The  scores  were  as  follows : 

Forney  building,  29  points;  Camp  Curtin,  18;  Webster,  8 ^ 
Stevens,  4 ; Harris,  1 ; Lincoln,  0. 

A crowd,  the  most  enthusiastic  of  the  season,  of  4,500  boys 
and  girls  gathered  for  these  games  and  for  the  next  meet  an 
entry  list  of  many  additional  young  athletes  is  expected.  The 
records  were  as  follows: 

Event.  Winner  and  School.  Record. 

100  yard  dash, Hall,  C.  C.,  11  1/5  secs. 

220  yard  dash,  Benner,  F.,  24  3/4  secs. 

440  yard  dash,  Stauffer,  C.  C., 61  3/5  secs. 

880  yard  run, Herman,  C.  C., 2 min.  32  4/5  secs- 

High  jump, Matter,  F., 4 feet,  6 3/4  ins. 

Broad  jump,  Hain,  W., 16  feet,  11  1/4  in. 

8 pound  shot  put,  . . .Devine,  F.,  38  feet,  1/4  in. 

8 pound  hammer 

throw,  Devine,  F.,  124  feet,  9 inches.. 

120  yard  hurdles,  . . .Cashman,  F., 21  secs. 

Pole  Vault,  Matter,  F., 7 feet. 

The  Grammar  School  Meet  was  planned  and  managed  by 
James  B.  O’Dell. 


Baseball. 

Ten  of  the  strongest  non-professional  baseball  teams  in 
this  part  of  the  state  composed  the  City  Amateur  Baseball 
League  for  its  second  season.  The  Foundry  & Machine  Works’ 
team  finished  in  first  place,  with  a percentage  of  .889,  having 
won  sixteen  games  and  lost  two.  A handsome  loving  cup, 
offered  by  the  A.  J.  Reach  Company,  New  York  City,  was 
presented  to  the  winners  at  a public  meeting  in  the  Board 
of  Trade  Building  that  was  attended  by  a large  number  of 
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persons  interested  in  sport,  besides  nearly  all  the  players  of 
the  League.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  George  W. 
Kehr,  chairman  of  the  Baseball  committee  of  the  Harrisburg 
Track  Athletic  Committee.  The  Hon.  Robert  Snodgrass  made 
the  address  of  acceptance  for  the  Foundry  & Machine  team. 
To  each  member  of  the  winning  team  was  awarded  a hand- 


Base  Ball  Diamonds,  Island  Playgrounds 

some  watch-fob,  with  a gold  miniature  baseball  pendant,  suit- 
ably inscribed.  These  prizes  were  the  gift  of  the  Hon.  Vance 
C.  McCormick. 

During  the  baseball  season  862  scheduled  games  were  played 
on  park  diamonds,  172  different  organized  teams  competing. 
These  games  were  distributed  among  the  several  athletic 
fields  as  follows : 
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Island  Athletic  Field  (4  diamonds)  781 

Twelfth  Street  Playground  (1  diamond)  . 18 

■ 

13th  & Sycamore  Streets  (1  diamond)  ....  59 

Wildwood  Park  (1  diamond)  4 


862 

In  addition  to  these  games,  for  each  of  which  a permit  en- 
titling the  teams  to  the  use  of  a diamond  was  obtained  from 
the  Secretary’s  office,  there  were  many  games  played  between 
times  without  permits.  The  Island  diamonds  were  used  es- 
pecially by  skilled  teams  and  thousands  of  spectators  were 
attracted  to  the  grounds  in  the  course  of  the  season,  seeing 
good  sport  without  charge  of  admission.  Among  the  teams 
contesting  were  fourteen  from  out  of  the  city.  They  were 
the  following: 

Conway  Hall,  Carlisle ; Camp  Hill,  Dauphin,  Enola,  Hum- 
melstown,  Lemoyne,  Middletown,  Marysville,  Rutherford, 
Rockville,  Reading,  Steelton,  Wormleysburg  and  York. 

Water  Carnival. 

The  second  annual  water  carnival,  with  boat  races,  canoe 
races  and  swimming  matches,  was  held  on  the  Susquehanna 
river,  between  Mulberry  and  State  Streets  on  Labor  Day, 
September  7th.  Eighteen  thousand  spectators  were  attracted 
to  the  river  front  by  the  events.  There  were  110  contestants, 
among  them  such  well  known  expert  swimmers  as  George 
South,  N.  Y.  A.  C. ; John  H.  Reilly,  Townsend  Park  High 
School,  and  T.  H.  Whittaker,  Philadelphia,  champion  of  the 
A.  A.  U.  in  short  distances. 

On  account  of  the  low  stage  of  the  water,  considerable 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  laying  out  a course  for  the  boat 
races.  For  the  swimming  races,  which  of  necessity  had  all 
to  be  straightaway  down  stream,  it  was  impossible  to  hold 
longer  races  than  440  yards,  a quarter  mile. 

The  river  itself  was  crowded  with  craft  of  all  sorts 
throughout  the  day,  while  the  embankment  was  filled  with 
spectators.  A procession  of  illuminated  and  decorated  boats 
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Mile  Boat  Race,  Water  Carnival,  Labor  Day,  1907, 
Susquehanna  River 


was  scheduled  for  the  evening  and  a great  crowd  gathered 
for  this  spectacle  but  the  number  of  persons  who  appeared 
with  boats  to  enter  the  competition  was  disappointingly  small. 
Increased  interest  in  the  evening  event  must  be  shown  here- 
after by  boat  owners  or  it  cannot  be  made  a part  of  the  pro- 
gramme. The  several  contestants  that  did  enter  showed  what 
conld  be  clone  in  the  way  of  making  a beautiful  appearance 
and  a long  parade  of  such  craft  would  be  as  interesting  a 
feature  as  any  of  the  daylight  events  were. 

The  results  were  as  follows : 

% mile  row  boat,  single,  wTon  by  IT.  Lindsay,  6 min.  55  sec. 
440  yard  swim,  C.  J.  McFadclen,  5 min.  14  sec. 

100  yard  swim,  boys  under  16  years,  Albert  Keys,  1 min.  19 
sec. 

14  mile  canoe  race,  H.  Lindsay  and  IT.  Sourbeer,  2 min.  6 sec. 
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100  yard  tub  race,  C.  J.  McFadden,  1 min.  43  sec. 

Poling  contest,  Fred  Hartz  (%  mile),  8 min.  44  sec. 

4 mile  motor  boat  race  (scratch)  G.  M.  Oves,  29  min.  54  sec. 

220  yard  swim,  J.  Emanuel,  1 min.  34  4/5  sec. 

y2  mile  row  boat  (doubles)  A.  R.  & S.  B.  Shrauder,  5 min. 

30  sec. 

Special  100  yard  swim,  G.  South,  N.  Y.  A.  C.,  57  sec. 

4 mile  motor  boat  race  (handicap),  E.  L.  Ensminger,  34  min. 

31  sec. 

100  yard  swim,  C.  J.  McFadden,  1 min.  7 2/5  sec. 

Committee  of  Arrangements. 

George  W.  Kehr,  Chairman ; Y.  Grant  Forrer,  Secretary 
Treasurer ; F.  L.  Mulford,  A.  J.  Simms,  E.  Chas.  Ensminger, 
Oias.  F.  Etter,  Cloyd  McFadden,  Gilbert  Oves,  A.  P.  Dinta- 
man,  W.  0.  Hickok,  3rd,  Harry  Lindsay,  Uriah  Sourbeer, 
John  J.  Keffer,  Jr. 

Officials. 

Referee:  A.  J.  Simms. 

Judges:  Wm.  R.  Douglas,  Wellington  G.  Jones,  B.  F.  Myers, 
Jr.,  Vance  C.  McCormick,  Dr.  Harvey  F.  Smith,  Robert  W. 
Dunlop,  John  Miller  Bonbright. 

Timers:  W.  W.  Morgaridge,  Wm.  Strouse,  Mason  D.  Pratt. 
Starter:  Chas.  E.  Etter. 

Clerk  of  Course:  Y.  Grant  Forrer. 

Inspectors : James  A.  Bell,  F.  L.  Mulford. 

Marshals:  E.  Chas.  Ensminger,  Wm.  C.  Fisher,  Harry 
Berrier. 

Announcers : Mercer  B.  Tate,  B.  F.  Blough. 

Measurer:  John  J.  Keffer,  Jr. 

Handicapper : W.  O.  Hickok,  3rd. 

Prizes  valued  at  $127.55  and  $89.00  in  cash  were  donated 
by  the  following : 

Harrisburg  Hardware  Com-  Gilbert  M.  Oves. 

pany.  John  Pyne. 

Dives,  Pomeroy  & Stewart.  Keller’s  Drug  Store. 
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The  Globe  Clothing  House. 
J.  H.  Boher. 

Weaver  & Hubley. 

Herman  Marks  & Son. 

D.  Bacon  & Company. 
Jerauld  Shoe  Company. 
John  Kelley. 

W.  P.  Denehey. 

W.  R.  W.  Pound. 

R.  V.  Fairlamb. 

Bowman  & Company. 

Sides  & Sides. 

E.  G.  Hoover. 

George  A.  Hutman. 

J.  Harry  Messersmith. 
Rothert  & Company. 

George  W.  Harry. 
Hutchison  & Schell.  - 
Herman  Astrich. 

Vance  C.  McCormick. 
Peoples  Bridge  Company. 


Joseph  L.  Shearer. 

E.  Z.  Gross. 

John  A.  Rose. 

Henry  Gilbert  & Son. 

Hub  Clothing  House. 
Einstein’s  Dry  Goods  Store. 
J.  C.  Herman  & Company. 

C.  E.  Bair  & Son. 

L.  W.  Cook. 

Compton’s  Hardware  Store. 

J.  Tausig’s  Sons. 

Harvey  Miller. 

C.  Ross  Boas. 

Burns  & Company. 

Smith  & Keffer. 

George  W.  Kochenour. 

Al.  Simms. 

Robert  McCormick. 

James  McCormick. 

J.  Horace  McFarland  Co. 
Harrisburg  Bridge  Company. 


Swimming. 

An  increase  of  13,647,  over  50  per  cent.,  in  the  number  of 
bathers  was  the  remarkable  feature  of  the  season  of  1908. 
An  additional  floating  bath  house,  with  twenty-four  dressing 
compartments,  was  put  in  service  at  the  foot  of  the  Island 
Athletic  field,  where  the  first  one,  with  twenty  compartments, 
was  located  the  season  before.  The  old  float  was  stationed 
at  Front  street  and  Reel’s  Lane  for  boys  of  the  upper  end 
of  the  city.  The  attendance  was  as  follows: 


1908. 

1907. 

Increase. 

Island  Park, 

20,559 

15,563 

4,996 

Front  Street, 

8,651 

8,651 

Total, 

29,210 

15,563 

13,647 
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Eighty- five  per  cent,  of  the  boys  who  made  use  of  the  swim- 
ming places  were  under  sixteen  years  of  age  and  boys  no  older 
than  six.  watched  by  their  parents  from  the  shore,  were 
numerous.  A great  many  boys  learned  to  swim  under  the 
expert  instruction  given  by  the  attendants  employed  by  the 
Park  Commission  to  watch  over  the  bathers  and  to  take  care 
of  the  Park  property.  The  swimming  hours  were  from  9 
A.  51.  till  sun- down. 

Bathing  suits  were  furnished  free  to  those  boys  who  had 
not  their  own.  Of  the  319  suits  furnished  free  for  use  this 
year,  169  were  new.  Mr.  George  TV.  Bogar  and  Mr.  A.  Car- 
son  Stamm  each  contributed  a dozen  of  these,  and  the  re- 
mainder were  purchased  by  contribution  amounting  to  $51.91. 
made  by  the  following  : 

TV.  S.  Tunis.  Jacob  Eckinger.  R.  C.  Xeal.  Jr..  Vance  C.  Mc- 
Cormick. Robert  TV.  Dunlop.  TV.  L.  Gorgas.  Franklin  Suydam. 
TV  . Seel.  A.  Koenig.  John  M.  Delaney.  Samuel  Ivunkel.  Milton 
H.  Plank.  C.  Xauss. 

Tennis. 

On  the  t went v- one  tennis  courts  maintained  bv  the  Com- 

*>  t / 

mission,  22.300  players  disported  themselves  in  the  season. 
The  most  important  event  was  the  annual  tennis  tournament 
for  the  championship  of  the  city,  beginning  July  25th  and 
continuing  till  August  21st.  At  some  of  the  matches  in  the 
tournament  the  galleries  rivaled  in  size  the  crowds  that 
watched  the  baseball  games.  Gold  and  silver  medals,  pur- 
chased by  contributions  amounting  to  $52.00  were  awarded 
the  winners.  The  contributors  were  as  follows. 

George  TV.  Reily.  Janies  B.  Bailey.  Francis  J.  Hall.  TV.  B.. 
Hammond.  John  M.  Delanev.  John  Y.  Boyd,  J.  TVeslev  Awl. 
Jr.,  Henry  McCormick,  Jr..  Vance  C.  McCormick. 

The  following  committee  arranged  and  conducted  the  ten- 
nis tournament : 

Gilbert  M.  Oves,  Chairman;  Martin  51.  Keet.  Secretary ; 
George  TV.  Hill,  Thomas  T.  Cook.  Thomas  51.  Kelker,  G.  Por- 
ter Hammond,  Harry  A.  Alexander,  Daniel  S.  Graeff.  V.  Grant 
F orrer. 
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West  Tennis  Court,  Reservoir  Park 

The  gold  or  championship  medals  were  won  by  the 
following : 

Ladies'  singles,  Miss  Elizabeth  Groff. 

Ladies'  doubles,  Miss  Groff  and  Miss  Ruth  Walzer. 

Mixed  doubles,  Miss  Groff  and  George  W.  Hill. 

Men’s  doubles,  Thomas  M.  Keiker  and  William  McCreath. 
Men's  singles,  William  McCreath. 

Runners  up,  silver  medals  to  the  following: 

Ladies’  singles,  Mrs.  Harry  A.  Forney. 

Ladies'  doubles,  Misses  Bess  Holmes  and  Caroline  Nicholson. 
Mixed  doubles,  Miss  Ruth  Walzer  and  G.  M.  Oves. 

Men 's  doubles,  Arthur  A.  Hull  and  George  W.  Hill. 

Men 's  singles,  Thomas  M.  Keiker. 
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Band  Concerts  in  Reservoir  Park. 

Ninety-three  thousand,  five  hundred  persons  attended  the 
seventeen  band  and  orchestral  concerts  that  were  given  in 
Rservoir  Park  in  the  annual  series  of  free  concerts  sustained 
by  public  subscription.  Two  of  the  concerts  were  compli- 
ment arv.  one  given  bv  the  Commonwealth  Band  and  the  other 
by  the  Harrisburg  Symphony  Orchestra. 


Looking  across  Reservoir,  Showing  Band  Concert  Crowd 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  fund  contributed  in  the  last 
season.  A more  general  response  to  the  appeal  for  contribu- 
tions for  this  worthv  cause  is  necessary  if  the  annual  series 
of  concerts  is  to  be  kept  up  to  the  desired  standard  of  quality 
without  reducing  the  number  of  concerts.  Much  credit  is 
due  to  those  who,  through  their  liberality,  provided  so  many 
persons  with  healthful  and  helpful  diversion,  but  there  should 
be  more  contributors.  The  afternoon  concerts  are  held  on 
Fridays,  when  most  business  places  are  closed  down,  and  the 
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evening  concerts  never  took  place  on  Saturdays  when  the 
stores  were  open  in  deference  to  the  business  interests  of  the 
city.  Trade  was  therefore  not  adversely  affected  and  more- 
over the  opportunity  was  afforded  the  store  workers  on  their 
half-holidays  to  enjoy  excellent  entertainments  without  cost, 
undoubtedly  fitting  them  to  do  better  work  on  the  succeeding 
Saturday  workday.  On  account  of  these  concessions  to  busi- 
ness and  benefits  derived  by  the  stores  by  the  weekly  concerts, 
it  appears  that  there  should  be  a more  general  and  liberal 
response  by  mercantile  and  industrial  concerns  to  the  annual 
appeal  for  funds  to  maintain  these  concerts. 

In  the  intermissions  of  the  last  ten  concerts,  pictures  and 
reading  matter  of  educational  and  instructive  nature  were 
projected  upon  a screen  by  stereopticon  lantern,  loaned  by 
the  J.  Horace  McFarland  Company,  which  also  provided 
many  of  the  picture  slides.  The  slides  prepared  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Museum  for  educational  purposes  were  also 
used.  The  notices  directed  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
details  of  local  park  work  little  known  to  them  and  asked  them 
to  call  upon  their  counci  linen  for  support. 

A statement  of  the  concert  fund,  with  the  names  of  the 
contributors,  to  whom  the  thanks  of  the  Commission  are  due, 


is  as  follows : 

Balance,  1907.  $190  49 

Affleck,  John  A.,  10  00 

Astrich,  Herman 5 00 

Awl,  J.  Wesley,  Jr.,  5 00 

Bailey,  William  E.,  10  00 

Bay,  J.  & G.  M., 5 00 

Bell,  T.  A.,  2 00 

Ben  Franklin  Association, 5 00 

Benitz,  C.,  1 00 

Bergner,  C.  IT.,  5 00 

Black,  John,  5 00 

Blough,  B.  F.,  5 00 

Boas  Estate,  D.  D.,  10  00 

Boas,  C.  Ross, 5 00 

Boll,  Charles  S., 5 00 
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Boyd.  James,  $10  00 

Bowman  & Company, 10  00 

Brady,  John  T., 10  00 

Brandt.  J.  Austin, 5 00 

Bretz.  H.  XL,  2 50 

B.  of  R.  T.  Lodge,  Xo.  42, 5 00 

B.  of  R.  T.  Lodge,  Xo.  127, 5 00 

B.  of  R.  T.  Lodge,  Xo.  383, 5 00 

B.  of  Rwy.  Trainmen, 5 00 

Bushnell,  W.  H., 5 00 

Buttorff,  H.  Y.,  5 00 

Cameron,  J.  XL, 5 00 

Care,  R.  Sherman, 5 00 

Case,  E.  W., 5 00 

Cash.  O.  K.,  ; 5 00 

Central  Construction  & Supply  Company,  5 00 

Central  Iron  and  Steel  Co., 25  00 

Central  Penna.  Traction,  800  00 

Chayne,  Horace  A., 5 00 

Cocklin.  Dr.  C.  C.,  5 00 

Cooper,  E.  X.  & Co., 5 00 

Compton’s  Hardware  Co.,  5 00 

Cornplanter  Tribe,  I.  O.  R.  M., 5 00 

Crossman.  J.  Heron.  5 00 

Crow.  Wilmer,  1 00 

Darby.  W.  F.,  Steelton,  Pa.,  . . . 5 00 

Dauphin  Conclave,  I.  O.  O.  H.,  5 00 

Diehl.  Clark  E., 2 50 

Dill,  I.  W.,  5 00 

Disbrow,  Chas.  A.,  5 00 

Donaldson  Paper  Co.,  10  00 

Downes,  Prof.  F.  E., 5 00 

Dunkle,  S.  F.,  5 00 

Eaton.  J.  F.,  5 00 

Eby,  XL  C.,  5 00 

Eddy  Valve  Co.,  Waterford,  X.  Y.,  10  00 

Einstein’s  Dry  Goods  Store,  5 00 

Ellenberger.  Dr.  J.  W.,  5 00 
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Evans-Burtnett  Co.,  $5  00 

Fishburn,  S.  A.,  Penbrook,  10  00 

Fisher  Bros.,  5 00 

Forney,  H.  J.,  Penbrook, 5 00 

Fox,  John  E., 5 00 

Fraim,  A.  H.,  2 00 

Freeburn,  II.  II., 2 00 

Garverich,  Chas.  A.,  5 00 

George,  Dr.  C.  T.,  5 00 

George,  Wm.  J.,  5 00 

Gilbert,  M.  & Son, 10  00 

Gohl  & Bruaw,  5 00 

Gorgas,  George  A.,  5 00 

Hain,  Dr.  Galen,  3 00 

Haldeman,  D.  C.,  . • 5 00 

Hall,  Francis  J.,  5 00 

Hammelbangh,  D.  D.,  5 00 

Hammond,  W.  B.,  5 00 

Harlacker,  J.  C.,  2 00 

Harrisburg  Republican  Club 10  00 

Harrisburg  Transfer  Co., 5 00 

Hefflefinger,  E.  A.,  2 00 

Herman,  J.  C.  & Co.,  5 00 

Hershey,  C.  W., 5 00 

Ilershey,  D.  U,  5 00 

Hershey,  H.  L.,  5 00 

Hershey,  II.  E.,  5 00 

Hickok,  Ross  A.,  5 00 

Hickok,  W.  O, 5 00 

Hoerner,  W.  M.,  5 00 

Iloffer,  John,  10  00 

Hoffer,  John,  Jr.,  5 00 

Hoffman  & Wilson,  10  00 

Hunter,  Forrest,  5 00 

Jennings,  William,  5 00 

Jerauld  Shoe  Co.,  5 00 

John  Harris  Lodge,  193,  K.  of  P., 5 00 

Kauffman’s  Underselling  Store,  5 00 
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Kelley,  H.  M.  & Co., $5  00 

Knisely,  A.  G.,  5 00 

Knox  & Meckley,  5 00 

Kunkel,  C.  A.,  10  00 

Kunkel,  Samuel,  10  00 

Lalanee-Grosjean  Mfg.  Co.,  5 00 

Lamberton.  J.  M.,  5 00 

Lingle,  C.  S.,  5 00 

Lloyd,  C.  Howard,  5 00 

Lutheran  Social  Union,  5 00 

Manning,  Mb  H.,  Boston,  Mass., 5 00 

Marks,  H.  & Son,  5 00 

McAllister,  Dr.  J.  B.,  10  00 

McCormick,  Donald.  10  00 

McCormick,  H.  B.,  10  00 

McCormick,  Jas.,  Jr.,  10  00 

McCormick,  Robert,  10  00 

McCormick.  Vance, 10  00 

McCulloch.  S.  N.,  5 00 

McFarland,  J.  Horace, 10  00 

McCulloch.  J.  X.,  5 00 

Mcllhenny,  W.  A.,  5 00 

Melick,  J.  P.,  5 00 

Mitchell,  E.  B„  10  00 

Moeslein,  Ferdinand,  2 50 

Montgomery,  Jos.,  5 00 

Morganthaler,  J.  L.,  5 00 

Nauss,  C.,  3 00 

Neiffer,  Lewis  M.,  5 00 

Nissley,  J.  C.,  5 00 

Oenslager.  Ross,  5 00 

Oglesby,  V".  M.,  5 00 

Olmsted,  M.  E.,  5 00 

Order  Rwy.  Conductors,  Division  Xo.  143.  5 00 

Patterson,  J.  E.,  5 00 

Reily,  G.  VT.,  5 00 

Rettew,  C.  V.,  5 00 

Revnders.  J.  V.  W Steelton 10  00 

t / / 
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Rhodes,  J.  E., $5  00 

Rhodes,  Dr.  C.  M.,  5 00 

Roddy,  Rev.  Stockton,  2 00 

Roden  haver,  J.  W.,  2 00 

Royal  Arcanum,  No.  499, 3 00 

Saul,  M.  F.„ 5 00 

Scheffer  Estate,  Theo.,  5 00 

Schmidt,  Bernard,  5 00 

Shope,  Geo.  F.,  5 00 

Smith,  F.  A.,  5 00 

Sollenberger,  D.  S.,  5 00 

Stackpole,  E.  J.,  5 00 

Stamm,  A.  Carson,  5 00 

Steever,  W.  F.,  2 00 

Stouffer,  Chas.  A., 5 00 

Stroh,  C.  C, 5 00 

Globe  Clothing  House,  The,  10  00 

Thomas,  Al.  K.,  5 00 

Troup,  J.  H.,  10  00 

United  Ice  and  Coal  Co., 25  00 

Weiss,  John  Fox,  10  00 

Wierman,  T.  T.,  10  00 

Wharton,  R.  M.  IT.,  5 00 

Wildman,  Augustus, 5 00 

Witman- Schwarz  Co.,  5 00 

Wittenmeyer  Lumber  Co.,  10  00 

Woolworth’s  5 & 10  Cent  Store, 1 00 

Worden,  James  H.,  5 00 


Total  receipts,  $1,928  49 

Total  expenditures,  1,926  30 


Balance,  $2  19 

Expenditures. 


May  30,  Commonwealth  Band,  $132  50 

June  19,  Harrisburg  Symphony  Orchestra,  120  00 
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June  25,  Harrisburg  Telegraph,  stamped 

envelopes,  $27  50 

June  25,  A.  Reeder  Ferriday,  for  printing 

circular  letters  soliciting  contributions,  . 3 25 

June  25.  Ringgold  Band,  with  extra  men  for 

“A  Day  At  the  Circus,” 204  95 

June  25,  D.  U.  Hershey,  supper  and  lodging 

for  Ringgold  Band.  25  00 

July  4.  Commonwealth  Band 132  50 

July  10,  Citizens  Band  of  Steelton, 112  00 

July  10,  D.  II.  Hershey,  supper  for  Citizens 

Band  of  Steelton,  13  00 

July  17,  Harrisburg  Symphony  Orchestra,  . 125  00 

July  25,  Commonwealth  Band  (afternoon 

only),  59  00 

July  28,  Commonwealth  Band  (evening 

only),  59  00 

July  31.  Harrisburg  Symphony  Orchestra 

(with  soloist),  135  00 

August  7,  Commonwealth  Band,  118  00 

August  14,  Harrisburg  Symphony  Or- 
chestra,   120  00 

August  21.  Commonwealth  Band,  115  00 

August  28,  Citizens  Band  of  Steelton,  ....  112  00 

August  28,  D.  U.  Hershey,  supper  for 

Steelton  Band 14  50 

September  4,  Commonwealth  Band.  77  00 

September  7,  Commonwealth  Band,  132  50 

September  11,  Zembo  Band,  75  00 

September  17,  J.  Horace  McFarland  Co., 
reading  slides  used  in  connection  with 
lantern  pictures,  13  60 


Total,  $1,926  30 


Golf. 

The  Harrisburg  Park  Golf  Club  was  organized  May  15th. 
In  its  first  season  it  was  extremely  active,  doubling  the  num- 
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ber  of  players  upon  the  public  links  in  Reservoir  Park  and 
becoming  entirely  self-supporting.  Its  membership  included 
professional  and  business  men,  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor. 
There  were  fourteen  charter  members,  while  at  the  close  of 
the  season  there  were  sixty-five.  The  Commission  has  con- 
trolled the  basis  of  election  to  membership  in  this  club,  with 
the  result  that  any  male  of  good  moral  character,  not  under 


Golf  Course,  Reservoir  Park 


17  years  of  age,  is  accepted,  upon  payment  of  nominal  dues. 
In  at  least  one  other  Pennsylvania  city,  the  publicly-owned 
golf  course  is  rigidly  controlled  by  an  exclusive  private  club. 
Ours  is  completely  public. 

Several  formal  tournaments  were  held  in  the  summer. 
Teams  representing  the  Harrisburg  Park  Golf  Club  and  the- 
Country  Club  of  Harrisburg  played  a set  of  three  matches, 
the  park  club  winning  two  of  them.  Each  of  the  two  clubs 
won  on  its  own  grounds  and  the  tie  was  played  off  on  the  links. 
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at  Bonny  meads  Farm  at  the  invitation  of  Mr.  John  Y.  Boyd. 
Matches  were  played  also  with  the  teams  of  the  York  Country 
Club  and  the  Berkshire  Club  of  Beading,  at  the  Reservoir 
links  and  return  matches  at  York  and  Reading. 

Club  tournaments  for  members  only  began  in  June  and 
were  held  weekly  into  October.  Toward  the  close  of  the  sea- 
son there  was  an  open  tournament  for  any  player  in  Harris- 
burg or  its  vicinity. 

Numerous  prizes  and  trophies  were  awarded.  They  all 
were  bought  by  the  club,  without  aid  from  outside  sources^ 
The  club  spent  also  $130.70  to  improve  the  club  house  on 
the  links,  to  equip  it  with  locker  room  and  bath  house  and 
$140.97  was  spent  by  the  club  to  improve  the  links  and  main- 
tain them  in  first  class  condition.  The  season  closed  with  a 
banquet  by  the  members  of  the  club. 

The  organization  of  the  club  is  as  follows : President,  W.  F. 
Darby;  Vice-President,  R.  G.  Cox;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,, 
V.  Grant  Forrer ; Executive  Committee : Dr.  W.  R.  Battr 
George  P.  Deacon,  Charles  H.  Bergner,  Rev.  Rene  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wilbur  Morse  and  William  H.  Nell. 

Football. 

Fifty-four  different  teams  used  the  Commission’s  football 
fields  in  the  Fall.  There  were  four  fields:  two  on  the  Islandr 
one  at  Thirteenth  and  Sycamore,  and  one  at  Sixth  street  and 
Reels  Lane.  The  latter  plot  was  given  to  the  Commission  tor- 
use  during  the  football  season  absolutely  without  cost,  by  the 
agent  of  the  real  estate.  Eleven  teams  from  out  of  town 
played.  They  were  the  following:  Camp  Hill,  York,  Cam 
lisle,  Steelton,  Penbrook,  Middletown,  Millersburg,  Wormleys- 
burg,  Enola,  Hunnnelstown  and  Lykens. 

Summary  of  Contributions. 


Track  meets, $872.50 

Baseball,  86.00 

Band  concerts 1,738.00 

Water  carnival 216.55- 
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Bathing  suits,  $60.41 

'Tennis,  52.00 

Total,  $3,025.46 


Of  the  total  noted  above,  $2,839.41  represents  cash  and 
.$186.05  value  of  prizes  donated. 

Park  Attendance  in  Detail. 


The  subjoined  tabulation  shows  in  detail  the  enormous  at- 
tendance and  use  of  the  parks  in  1908 : 

Reservoir — Totals. 


Sundays,  

64,300 

Other  days, 

85,050 

Golf,  

3,800 

Tennis,  

14,800 

Concerts,  

93,500 

261,450 

Twelfth  Street — 

Tennis,  

2,000 

Baseball,  

8,000 

Skating,  

13,000 

Gymnasium,  

15,000 

Other  uses,  

29,000 

67,000 

Front  Street — 

Water  carnival,  

18,000 

Sundays,  

147,500 

Other  days,  

383,000 

Bathing,  

8,651 

557,151 

Parkway — 

Sundays,  

13,600 

Other  days,  

19,200 

32,800 

Wildwood,  

11,000 

11,000 

Island 

Participants. 

Spectators. 

Tennis,  

5,000 

Baseball,  

20,000 

55,200 

Track,  

2,500 

20,000 

Football 

2,500 

5,000 
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Participants. 

Spectator 

Basketball 

1.000 

Bathing 

20,559 

Thirteenth  and  Svcamore- 

Baseball 

4,700 

13,500 

Tennis 

500 

Football 

2.000 

500 

Sixth  and  Reel’s  Lane — 

Football 

1.200 

800 

Total. 


131.759 


21.200 

2.000 


Statement  of  Improvement  Account  for  the  Calendar- 

Year  1908. 

January  1st  to  December  31st.  1908. 
Expenditures. 


General $821.31 

Reservoir.  14.652.00 

Front  street, 900.71 

Island.  1.311.00 

Parkway,  310.00 

"Wildwood, 8,220.12 

Cameron  and  Paxton, 30.20 


$26,245. 34- 

Statement  of  Improvement  Account  from  March  23.  1903r 

to  December  31.  1908. 

Expenditures. 

Reseiwoir  Park — 

Land $59,762.00 

Improvement.  33.955.83 

Maintenance,  15.693 . 53 

$109.411. 36- 

Front  Street — 

Improvement,  $13,658.14 

Maintenance,  3.409.56 

17,067.70 
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Twelfth  Street — 

Land,  

Improvement,  

Maintenance,  

$10,000.00 

7,911.96 

1,308.61 

Second  Street  and  State  Street — 

Improvement,  

Maintenance, 

$4,945.33 

700.71 

Wildwood — 

Land,  

Improvement,  

$29,383.52 

3,209.64 

Island  (including  Nursery)  — 

Improvement,  

Nursery, 

$3,797 . 22 
4,366.49 

Maclay  School  Grounds — 

Improvement,  

$278.17 

Parkway — 

Improvement,  

$11,500.33 

Cameron  and  Paxton — 

Improvement,  

$30 . 20 

Tools,  supplies,  expense,  engineers 
and  salaries,  

$20,778.83 

$19,220.59 

5,646.04 

32,593.17 

8,163.71 

278.17 

11,500.33 

30.20 

20,778.83 


$224,690.10 

Statement  of  Improvement  Account  from  March  23,  1903, 

to  December  31,  1903. 

Receipts. 


Improvement  loan,  . 

1 903  sundry  receipts, 

1904  sundry  receipts, 


$5 . 00 
60.29 


$250,000.00 
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1905  sundry  receipts,  $174.75 

1906  sundry  receipts, 7.26 

1907  reimbursement  by  Board  of 

Public  Works, 15,000.00 

1908  refund  owing  to  overcharge  for 

benches,  8.00 

15,255.30 


Total  receipts,  $265,255.30 

Total  expenditures,  224,690.10 


Balance, $40,565.20 

Statement  of  Maintenance  Account  for  the  Calendar 

Year  1908. 

January  1,  1908,  to  December  31,  1908. 
Expenditures. 


Reservoir,  $6,121.74 

State  Street, 206.26 

Twelfth  Street, 1,417.11 

Front  Street,  2,737.52 

Island,  8,621.39 

Parkway, 1,015.05 

Wildwood, 445.64 

Thirteenth  and  Sycamore,  353 . 66 

Contingent,  1,713.16 

Salaries, 3,429 . 60 


Receipts. 

Balance  from  1907  appropriation, 

Appropriation  1908,  

J.  T.  Brady,  grass  plot  maintenance,  etc., 

Sale  of  iron,  

Locker  Rent,  

Sale  of  celery, 

Sale  of  wood  and  hay, 


$26,061.13 


$1,398.41 
25,040 . 00 
2.93 
1.80 
41.56 
8.09 
30.11 


48 


Park  Commissioners  Report 


Net  proceeds  from  sale  of  seats  for  track  meet, 


May  30th $307  90 

Refund  for  money  advanced  for  bathing  suits,.  . 44  63 

Sale  of  benches,  6 50 

Duct  rental,  10  00 


Total  receipts,  $26,891  93 

Total  expenditures,  26,061  13 


Balance,  $830  80 


Recapitulation. 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1908,  improvement,  $66,810  94 


Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1908,  maintenance,  1,398  41 

Appropriation  for  1908,  25,040  00 

Sundry  receipts,  461  52 


$93,710  87 


Expenditures. 


Improvement.  Maintenance. 


Reservoir 

State  Street 

Twelfth  Street,  .... 

Front  Street,  

Island,  

Parkway,  

Wildwood,  

13th  and  Sycamore,. 

Contingent,  

Salaries,  

General,  

Cameron  & Paxton, 


$14,652 

00 

$6,121 

74 

206 

26 

«...  . 

. . . 

1,417 

11 

909 

11 

2,737 

52 

1,311 

00 

8,621 

39 

310 

00 

1,015 

05 

8,220 

12 

445 

64 

353 

68 

1,713 

16 

3,429 

60 

821 

31 

30 

20 

$26,253 

74 

$26,061 

13 

Available  balance  for  maintenance  Januarv  1, 

7 

1909,  to  April  5,  1909,  

Available  balance  for  improvement  January  1, 
1909,  


$52,314  87' 

830  80 
40,565  29; 
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In  the  year  1785  John  Harris,  the  founder  of  Harrisburg, 
dedicated  6.22  acres  for  street  and  landing  purposes.  This 
tract  extended  along  the  Susquehanna  river  from  Paxton 
-street  to  South  street,  a distance  of  3.755  feet,  and  formed  the 
nucleus  of  what  is  now  Front  Street  Park  development.  By 
extension  and  improvement  it  has  been  increased  to  13.616 
acres. 

In  the  year  1866  there  was  acquired  another  stretch  of  river 
frontage  through  the  opening  of  Front  street.  This  tract  is 
924  feet  in  length  and  extends  from  C alder  street  to  Harris 
street  and  contains  2.135  acres. 

In  the  year  1871,  a tract  on  Prospect  Hill,  east  of  the  city, 
containing  29,462  acres  was  purchased  from  W.  J.  Calder  and 
Jacob  Haldeman  at  a cost  of  $23,370.  About  four  acres  of 
this  tract  were  used  in  the  construction  of  a receiving  reser- 
voir and  the  remainder  was  used  for  park  purposes  under 
the  name  of  Reservoir  Park. 

In  the  year  1893.  D.  A".  Gross  Park,  extending  along  the 
river  front  from  Briggs  street  to  a point  just  below  Herr 
street,  was  opened  by  ordinance  of  Councils.  This  tract  is 
877  feet  in  length  and  contains  3.006  acres. 

During  1906  and  1907  4.346.7  feet  of  river  front  property, 
containing  7.52  acres,  were  acquired  by  twenty-seven  deeds  of 
gift  from  as  many  individuals  or  estates,  bringing  the  total 
of  river  front  acreage  under  the  control  of  the  Commission 
to  26.277  acres  (measured  from  the  western  line  of  Front 
street  to  low  water  mark). 

River  frontage  was  donated  by  the  following : 


David  Mumma  Estate, 514  feet 

Ellis  L.  Mumma  and  Sue  S.  Major,  heirs. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Reily, 548  “ 

Frank  E.  Bubb  and  wife,  18  “ 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fountain 18  “ 

James  T.  AYalters  and  wife, 18  “ 

Frank  C.  Milson  and  wife, 18  “ 

John  W.  Sloathour  and  wife, 18  “ 
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J.  D.  Murphy  Estate,  58  feet 

Eliza  D.  Calder  and  Anna  R.  Small,  heirs. 

William  J.  Calder  and  wife,  39  “ 

Francis  J.  Hall  and  wife,  52.5  “ 

Philip  T.  Meredith  and  wife,  52.5  “ 

William  B.  Hammond  and  wife,  52.5  “ 

Charles  A.  Disbrow  and  wife,  155 

E.  J.  Stackpole  and  wife,  100  “ 

B.  F.  B.  Burns  and  wife,  120 

Mrs.  Susan  E.  Boas, 115  “ 

C.  Howard  Lloyd  and  wife,  58.8  “ 

F.  A.  Smith  and  wife, 58.8  “ 

Herbert  F.  Rawl  and  wife, 62.5  “ 

Hamilton  Alricks  Estate,  299.2  “ 

Levi  B.  Alricks  and  wife,  W.  R.  Duncan  and 
wife,  J.  Douglas  Forster,  heirs. 

James  McCormick  Estate,  1,639.4  “ 

James  D.  Cameron,- Vance  C.  McCormick,  James 
McCormick,  Trustees. 

Samuel  Rothert  and  wife, 70 

Caroline  P.  Shotwell  and  husband,  52.5  “ 

Eulalie  Q.  Ferriclay  and  husband, 70 

Martin  Rohrer  Estate, 36  “ 

Iola  Uriel),  18 

J.  B.  Keefer  and  wife, 85 


4,346.7  feet 

Other  park  lands  purchased,  donated  or  leased  follow  in 
detail : 

1903. 

From  Location.  Acreage.  Cost. 

A.  G.  Knisely,  ....Twelfth  Street,  . 8.18  $10,000  00 

1901. 

From  Location.  Acreage.  Cost. 

John  Iloffer,  Reservoir,  38.65  38,650  00 

Regina  C.  Mitchell 

Estate,  Reservoir,  6.46  6,460  00 
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1905. 


From 


J.  D.  Cameron, 


Location. 

Acreage. 

Cost. 

. Reservoir 

. 13.32 

Condemned 

.Locliiel 

. 51 . 51 

Gift 

.Wildwood 

. 12.95 

Gift 

.Wildwood 

. 36.08 

$3,608.00 

.Wildwood 

. 66.50 

3,325.00 

.Wildwood,  . . . . 

8.41 

420 . 50 

.Wildwood 

. 20.40' 

2,040.00 

i,  Wildwood 

. 43 . 442 

4,344.20 

.Wildwood,  . . . . 

. 21.73 

2,173.00 

tWildwood 

. 22 . 524 

2,252.40 

.Wildwood 

. 21.255 

2,125.50 

tWildwood,  . . . . 

. 11.415 

1,682.18 

329.536 

$21,970.78 

1906. 

Location. 

Acreage. 

Cost. 

.Cam.  Parkway, 

. 5.90 

Gift 

.Cam.  Parkway, 

. 2.74 

Gift 

From 


Harrisburg  Bridge 

Co.  (Lease),  Island  Playgnd.,  22.66  $1  per  year 

Cent.  Pa,  Traction 


Co.  (Lease),  

.12th  St.  Plygds., 

3.00 

$1  per  year 

34.30 

1907. 

From 

Location. 

Acreage. 

Cost. 

S.  Flickinger  Est.,i. 

VJ  7 t 

W ildwood,  

82 . 37 

Condemned 

South.  Cent.  Rwy., 

.Wildwood,  

14.29 

$1,429.00 

* Settlement  made  in  November,  1908,  at  rate  of  $1,000  per  acre 
plus  interest  for  2 years  at  5%  per  annum. 

t Hiester  tracts  while  showing  only  55.194  acres  by  deed  approxi- 
mate 60  acres  (including  public  road  and  allowances)  which  would 
be  at  the  rate  of  $100  per  acre. 
t In  Litigation. 
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From 

Location. 

Acreage. 

Cost. 

Jas.  McCormick  Est. ,13th  St.  Plygds., 

4.30 

lsd.  lc.  a yr. 

C.  L.  Bailey  Est.,  ..13th  St.  Plygds., 

.78 

Isd.  lc.  a yr. 

101.74 

$1,429.00 

1908. 

From 

Location. 

Acreage. 

Cost. 

E.  B.  Mitchell,  At- 

torney  for  Camer- 
on and  Turner  heirs, 

Wildwood,  .... 

29.00 

$2,900.00 

W.  K.  Alricks 

Wildwood,  .... 

5.95 

1,487.50 

State  Lunatic  Hosp.,  Wildwood,  .... 

6.07 

Lease 

John  Forster  Est.,J 

Wildwood,  .... 

40 . 947 

Condemned 

1/3  interest  settled 
at  rate  of  $100  per 

acre,  

$1,364.90 

$14,652.00 

Annie  C.  Doehne, 
Carlile,  Martin  and- 

Reservoir,  .... 

Gardner,  J 

Wildwood,  .... 

1 . 53 

Condemned 

Geo.  Bergner  Est.,J  . 
Monongahela  Melting 

Wildwood,  .... 

21 . 395 

Condemned 

Co.,  Ltd.,± 

Wildwood,  .... 

22.919 

Condemned 

141.131 

$20,404.40 

As  shown  in  the  foregoing,  $98,914.18  has  been  expended 
by  the  Park  Commission  in  acquiring  466 . 681  acres  of  land. 
In  addition  to  that  amount  $131.35  was  paid  as  commissions 
for  obtaining  land  and  for  expenses  incurred  subpoening  wit- 
nesses, and  $100  was  also  paid  to  the  tenant  on  the  Flickinger 
tract  to  satisfy  his  claim  for  damages,  bringing  the  total  cost 
of  land  acquired  by  the  Park  Commission  to  $99,145.53 — an 
average  cost  per  acre  of  $212.44.  Adding  the  $23,370  paid 
for  the  original  Reservoir  tract  there  appears  a total  cost  of 
$122,515.53  for  the  514.9  acres  of  park  lands  owned  by  the 
city  (including  river  front  acreage  acquired  prior  to  1906)  — 
an  average  cost  of  $237.94  per  acre. 


t In  litigation. 
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Acreage 

Acreage 

Acreage 

Acreage  in 

Acreage 

Purchased. 

Donated. 

Leased. 

Litigation. 

Total. 

415.523 

99 . 377 

36.81 

155 . 512 

707.222 

Park  Lands  to  Be  Acquired  to  Complete  the  General 

Park  Plan. 

Miles  in 

Parle  Unit.  Acreage.  Length. 

Reservoir — 

Haehnlen  tract,  adjoining  southeast 
boundary,  

Wildwood — 

Fleming  tract,  south  of  dam, 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  tract,  south  of 
dam,  

Cameron  Parkway,  . . . .From  present  terminus 

of  Cameron  Parkway 
to  Hoffer  tract  ad- 
joining Reservoir 
Park,  

North  Parkway,  Reservoir  Park  to  Ma- 

clay  street,  

Inner  Parkway,  Tw’enty-third  and  Mar- 

ket streets  to  Camer- 
on and  Dock  streets,. 

Cameron  Parkway,  ...From  Present  Parkway 

entrance  to  Front  & 

Cedar  streets,  


Pleasure  road  through  Wildwood,  2.50 

From  north  end  of  Wildwood  via  Ott’s  Lane  to  Front  and 

Cedar  streets,  5.00 

Cameron  Parkway  acquired  and  in  use,  1.25 


.340 

41.455 

13.197 

151.789  4.35 

48.598  1.60 

48.869  2.50 

3.000  .43 


307.248  17.83 
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Units  of  Park  System 
Acquired. 

Reservoir — East  of  City,  

Front  street  Parks  (measured  from 
western  line  of  Front  street  to  low 
water  mark)  — 

Unnamed — Below  Paxton  street,  . . 
Harris  Park — Paxton  to  Mulberry, 
Lincoln  Park — Mulberry  to  Market, 
Promenade  Park — Market  to  State, 
D.  W.  Gross  Park — Water  House  to 

Herr,  

Unnamed— Calder  to  Harris, 

Unnamed — Harris  to  Division,  .... 
Twelfth  Street  Playgrounds — 12th 

street,  State  to  Herr, 

Twelfth  Street  Ballgrounds — 12th 

street,  corner  Herr,  

Island  Athletic  Field — opposite  Front 

street  parks, .* 

Thirteenth  Street  Playground — 13th 

and  Sycamore  street, 

Cameron  Parkway — Cameron  and 

Cedar  to  Reservoir  Park,  

Wildwood — North  of  City,  

State  Street  Plots — 

Front  to  Third, 73 

Fourth  to  P.  R.  R., 50 

Thirteenth  to  City  line,  ....  1.48 

Total  acreage  acquired,  

Prospective. 

Reservoir — East  of  City,  

Wildwood — North  of  City,  

Cameron  Parkway — From  present 
terminus  of  Cameron  Parkway  to 
Hoffer  tract  adjoining  Reservoir 

Park,  

North  Parkway — Reservoir  Park  to 
Cameron  and  Muench  streets,  .... 


Within 

City 

Limits. 

Without 

City 

Limits. 

Total , 

.520 

87.372 

87.892 

3.371 

4.473 

3.036 

6.107 

* 

3.006 

2.135 

4.149 

26.277 

8.180 

3.000 

11.180 

22.660 

22.660 

5.080 

5.080 

18.510 

42.550 

41.640 

451.433 

60.150 

493.983 

*2.710 

2.710 

129.487 

581.445 

709.932 

.340 

54.652 

.340 

54.652 

151.789 

151.789 

20.109 

19.657 

39.766 

*Not  previously  added  to  acreage. 


City  of  Harrisburg 


oo 


Prospective. 

Within 

City 

Limits. 

Without 

City 

Limits. 

Total. 

Inner  Parkway — Twenty-third  and 
Market  streets  to  Cameron  and 
Dock  streets,  

15.422 

33.447 

48.869 

Cameron  Parkway — From  present 
parkway  entrance  to  Front  and 
Cedar  streets,  

3.000 

3.000 

Front  Street  Parks — Western  line 
of  Front  street  to  low  water  mark 
of  Susquehanna  river,  

6.000 

6.000 

Total  acreage  prospective,  .... 

44.531 

259.885 

304.416 

Total  acreage  acquired,  

709.932 

Total  acreage  park  system,  . . . . 

1,014.348 

The  prospective  parkway  acreage  shown  above  is  probably 
more  than  will  be  used  by  the  Commission  in  constructing  the 
parkways,  it  being  the  acreage  included  in  the  ordinance  per- 
mitting acquisition  and  enabling  the  Commission  to  secure 
such  lands  as  are  required  to  complete  the  parkways. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

V.  Grant  Forrer, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  FOR  1908 


January  4,  1909. 

Jo  the  Harrisburg  Park  Commission: 

Gentlemen  : The  year  1908  has  been  a success  from  the 
park  standpoint,  though  the  progress  was  far  short  of  the  aim 
and  wish.  A great  deal  of  work  had  to  be  cut  out  of  the  pro- 
gram at  the  beginning  of  the  season  from  lack  of  funds  to 
carry  it  through.  The  use  of  the  parks  during  the  season 
has  only  emphasized  more  strongly  the  needs  of  the  additional 
improvements  suggested  a year  ago.  The  use  of  the  parks 
has  greatly  increased.  The  increase  has  been  all  through 
the  year.  With  the  money  at  command  it  has  been  impos- 
sible to  increase  facilities  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
use.  Three  elements*  have  undoubtedly  tended  to  this  addi- 
tional use : first,  more  people  are  getting  the  habit  of  using 
the  parks ; second,  more  people  were  at  liberty  from  lack  of 
work  and  more  than  usual  spent  their  vacation  at  home  owing 
to  the  hard  times ; third,  the  continued  clear,  dry  weather  of 
midsummer  and  autumn  gave  more  opportunity. 

The  beautifully  clear  weather  that  helped  the  attendance 
was  very  hard  on  the  growing  things.  The  grass  in  the  much 
used  sections  looked  especially  bad  for  a long  time.  In  a few 
places  it  was  entirely  tramped  out,  but  mostly  it  revived  with 
the  first  rains.  Some  of  the  newly  planted  trees  and  shrubs 
also  succumbed  but  the  number  lost  was  small  as  compared 
with  what  might  have  been  reasonably  expected. 

The  order  in  the  parks  has  been  up  to  the  previous  high 
standard,  except  there  have  been  fully  twice  as  many  drunks 
to  handle  along  Front  street,  as  ever  before.  The  lighting 
and  policing  have  been  handled  as  in  previous  years. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  benches  have  been  added  to 
the  equipment  and  distributed  to  Front  Street  Park,  the 
Island  Playground  and  Reservoir  Park.  The  most  of  these 
new  benches  are  of  a better  construction,  as  well  as  cheaper. 
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than  those  heretofore  in  use.  For  movable  benches  a light 
bench  holding  two  or  three  seems  even  better  than  those  re- 
cently purchased.  They  are  lighter  and  can  be  moved  with 
less  damage  to  grass. 

The  need  of  band  concerts  in  more  than  one  place  is  al- 
ready being  felt  and  will  continue  to  be  more  in  demand  as 
the  city  grows.  To  make  it  possible  to  have  such  concerts 
without  the  prohibitive  expense  of  several  band  stands,  I 
would  recommend  the  building  of  a folding  band  stand  on 
wheels  that  can  be  taken  from  park  to  park.  It  can  be  put  in 
shape  complete  by  three  or  four  men  in  an  hour  and  immedi- 
ately after  a concert  can  be  folded  together  and  be  pulled 
away  by  two  horses,  lamps,  chairs,  music  stands  and  all.  The 
platform  can  be  20  ft.  x 30  ft.  5 ft.  from  the  ground.  An 
outfit  of  this  kind  in  use  in  Minneapolis  cost  $300  and  ac- 
commodates fortv-five  plavers. 

There  has  been  a cry  for  good  drinking  water  at  several 
points  where  it  has  seemed  impracticable  to  supply  it.  In 
summer  the  hydrant  water  is  not  palatable  without  cooling. 
Icing  is  considered  impracticable  in  most  cities  because  of 
the  expense  and  wells  are  out  of  the  question  in  the  built  up 
sections  of  the  city. 

As  a relief  from  the  difficulties,  a device  known  as  the 
“ Smith  Common  Sense  Water  Cooler”  found  in  use  in  Belle 
Isle  Park.  Detroit,  the  past  summer,  seems  good.  This  makes 
water  the  temperature  of  ordinary  spring  or  well  water. 
(About  52  to  55  degrees.)  There  is  a reservoir  four  or  six 
inches  in  diameter,  sunk  30  feet  in  the  ground  and  the  water 
enters  the  top  and  is  drawn  in  a small  pipe  directly  from 
the  bottom  of  this  cooling  reservoir.  The  device  can  be  in- 
stalled for  $300,  has  practically  no  maintenance  expense  and 
supplies  cool  water  constantly.  A fountain  of  this  charac- 
ter provided  with  bubble  fittings,  would  be  absolutely  sani- 
tary and  give  a refreshing  drink  to  all  the  thirsty. 

The  conditions  in  the  different  parks  will  now  be  considered 
in  detail. 
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Reservoir  Park. 

In  this  park  the  improvements  for  the  season  were  reduced 
to  the  minimum.  An  additional  water  supply,  however,  was- 
provided  to  supplement  the  wheel  pumps,  the  demands  having 
become  too  great  for  their  capacity.  A cellar,  six  feet  by 
twelve  feet  and  seven  feet  deep,  was  constructed  in  the  bank 
above  the  Reservoir  and  a gasoline  engine  and  pump  were  in- 
stalled that  will  deliver  twenty  gallons  of  water  a minute. 
This  is  used  when  the  amount  of  water  needed  is  greater  than 
that  supplied  by  the  water  wheel  pumps  at  the  inlets  of  the 
Reservoir.  It  was  fortunate  this  extra  provision  was  made  this, 
year,  as  owing  to  reduced  consumption  the  amount  of  water 
pumped  into  the  Reservoir  has  been  less  than  for  several 
years,  and  this  reduction  in  the  amount  pumped,  propor- 
tionately reduced  the  amount  delivered  by  the  water  wheels. 
In  addition  to  this  the  amount  needed  was  in  excess  of  former 
demands,  from  two  causes:  the  increased  attendance  and  the- 
extremely  dry  season.  More  persistent  watering  was  done 
than  has  ever  been  possible  before,  the  additional  water  supply 
making  it  possible,  and  the  dry  weather  making  it  necessary. 

The  golf  course  was  improved  by  grading  and  resodding 
six  of  the  nine  putting  greens.  This  with  frequent  rolling, 
weeding,  and  seeding,  is  getting  the  course  in  such  condition 
that  it  is  expected  to  be  able,  in  the  near  future,  to  have  first 
class  greens.  The  expense  of  much  of  the  watering,  rolling, 
and  weeding  was  borne  by  the  Reservoir  Park  Golf  Club  for 
their  mutual  benefit.  Before  the  season  opened,  the  old 
restaurant  was  converted  into  a golf  house  under  conditions 
as  found  in  the  report  of  the  secretary.  Shower  baths  and 
new  lockers  were  provided,  and  the  lockers  previously  in  use 
were  also  transferred  to  these  quarters.  By  midsummer  more 
lockers  were  found  to  be  necessary  and  were  provided,  making 
a total  of  fifty-six  lockers,  practically  all  of  which  were  in 
use. 

In  September  electric  lights  were  installed  in  the  Golf 
House. 

Cutting  the  grass  on  the  course  by  contract  proved  most 
unsatisfactory.  In  order  to  better  care  for  the  course,  and 
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protect  it  from  careless  or  indifferent  players  and  to  teach 
and  encourage  its  proper  use.  as  well  as  to  police  that  section 
of  the  park  better.  I would  respectfully  recommend  the  as- 
signing of  a competent  man  to  that  especial  duty. 

The  tennis  courts  have  been  used  as  much  as  ever.  More 
than  formerly  could  not  well  be.  as  they  have  been  crowded 
the  entire  day.  Their  continued  use  would  indicate  the  de- 


Administration  Building,  Rest  House  and  Garden,  Reservoir  Park 


sirability  of  constructing  the  three  additional  courts  indi- 
cated on  the  plan  of  the  park,  as  soon  as  funds  can  be  pro- 
vided. The  cry  for  drinking  water  nearer  the  courts  has  been 
strong.  At  this  point  it  would  be  possible  to  supply  reservoir 
water.  A Smith  cooler,  attached  to  a bubble  fountain,  would 
admirably  fill  the  bill. 

A tennis  tournament  held  in  late  summer  kept  the  interest 
in  tennis  to  a maximum. 

A new  feature,  suggested  by  Miss  Alicia  M.  Zierden.  of  the 
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State  Museum,  was  added  to  the  evening  concerts.  Between 
the  numbers  of  the  music,  pictures  were  thrown  on  a screen 
by  means  of  a stereopticon.  The  screen  was  hung  on 
the  front  of  the  band  stand.  The  lantern  was  loaned  by  J. 
Horace  McFarland  Company  and  the  slides  were  loaned  by 
the  State  Museum  and  the  J.  Horace  McFarland  Company. 
Fifty  or  sixty  pictures  an  evening  were  thrown  on  the  screen, 
interspersed  with  reading  slides  of  facts  concerning  the 
Harrisburg  park  system. 

At  the  time  of  the  enlargement  of  Reservoir  Park  a shrub- 
bery bed  presented  by  the  Civic  Club  and  known  as  the  John 
Bartram  bed,  lay  directly  on  the  course  of  one  of  the  drives. 
After  consulting  the  Civic  Club  this  was  moved  in  front  of 
the  porch  at  the  rest  rooms.  Because  of  the  limited  space 
there,  the  finest  specimens  had  to  be  removed  from  time  to 
time.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  was  foreign  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  bed,  the  plants  have  been  gathered  into  a bed  at 
the  intersection  of 'the  drive  east  of  the  house,  and  the  right 
side  of  the  path  leading  from  the  house  to  the  summit.  The 
masses  of  goldenrod  were  removed  from  this  bed  and  any 
plant  not  native  to  Pennsylvania.  All  the  plants  from  the 
old  John  Bartram  bed  were  transferred  here  together  with 
specimens  of  thirteen  additional  varieties  supplied  from  our 
nursery.  In  most  cases  the  number  of  specimens  were  in- 
creased by  additions  from  the  nursery  so  that  nearly  every 
-species  is  represented  by  three  or  more  plants,  there  being 
twenty-five  of  each  azalea.  It  is  designed  to  have  nothing  but 
plants  native  to  Pennsylvania  in  this  bed.  Undoubtedly  other 
species  will  be  added  from  year  to  year,  now  the  bed  is  where 
it  may  be  extended  as  desired.  Tulips  and  hyacinths  have 
been  planted  in  the  two  beds  vacated  by  the  John  Bartram 
bed  and  Roman  hyacinths  in  the  two  iris  beds,  so  there  should 
be  a good  show  of  bulbs  in  the  spring. 

The  tarvia  treatment  of  the  macadam  road  recommended 
last  year  was  omitted  from  lack  of  funds.  In  the  interest 
of  true  economy  it  should  not  be  postponed  again.  With  the 
beavy  automobile  traffic  to  which  the  road  is  subject,  this 
•should  be  done  without  fail.  Some  attempt  was  made  last 
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summer  to  keep  the  road  in  shape  by  watering.  To  do  this: 
effectively  would  require  at  least  three  waterings  a day  and 
would  cost  for  team  hire  almost  as  much  as  the  tarvia  treat- 
ment and  would  not  be  as  effective. 

More  appartus  of  every  kind  is  needed  for  the  playground. 
Swings,  see-saws,  slide,  merry-go-round,  and  gymnasium  are 
among  the  things  needed.  It  has  been  two  and  a half  vears 


Picnic  parties,  Reservoir  Park 


since  the  benches  and  tables  were  painted  and  they  are  now 
in  need  of  paint.  A barn  is  needed  badly.  The  present  ac- 
commodations with  other  parties  are  not  satisfactory  and  are 
not  adequate.  Tool,  storage,  and  repair  rooms  are  badly 
needed  and  could  be  provided  with  the  barn. 

State  Street. 

State  Street  has  required  only  usual  attention  except  the 
portion  between  the  Capitol  and  the  railroad.  The  dogs  have- 


62 


Park  Commissioners’  Report 


been  as  hard  on  the  part  next  to  the  railroad  as  at  any  time 
in  the  past.  Two  sections  have  been  entirely  replanted,  due 
wholly  to  the  damage  done  by  dogs.  The  section  nearest  to  the 
Capitol  has  been  badly  disfigured  by  the  laying  of  a sewer 
to  the  new  coal  cellar  at  the  Capitol.  This  stretch  was  not 


West  State  Street,  from  Capitol 


replanted  in  the  fall,  as  the  sewer  ditch  had  not  had  time  to 
settle.  Some  trimming  has  been  done,  especially  on  the  part 
nearest  Front  street. 


Twelfth  Street. 

Here  again  the  use  has  been  greater  than  ever  before. 
Owing  to  the  filling  that  was  done  a year  ago  on  the  land 
leased  from  the  Traction  Company,  it  was  not  possible  to 
establish  that  ball  field.  The  boys’  diamond  was  somewhat 
improved  and  very  much  used  all  through  the  season.  Nothing 
was  added  to  the  equipment.  Little  has  been  added  to  the 
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planting  aside  from  two  thousand  tulips  in  the  bed  along 
Twelfth  street  and  five  large  elm  trees  in  the  children’s  play- 
ground. Two  of  the  tennis  courts  have  been  seeded  down 
to  see  if  they  could  not  be  made  serviceable  during  a longer 
season. 

A Smith  cooler  and  bubble  fountain  should  replace  the 
present  faucet  that  draws  tepid  water  from  the  city  mains. 
At  this  playground  a play  instructor  is  needed.  The  expe- 
rience of  other  cities  is  that  the  presence  of  a play  instructor 
not  only  increases  the  capacity  of  the  grounds  by  seeing  that 
apparatus  and  grounds  are  used  to  the  best  advantage  but 
also  increases  the  interest  and  attendance.  It  likewise  makes 
possible  the  supplying  of  facilities  for  play  that  are  difficult 
to  handle  without  an  attendant  of  that  character.  Quoits 
and  balls  for  indoor  baseball  are  two  specific  examples. 

There  was  skating  twelve  days  in  January  and  eight  in 
February.  In  * December  there  were  eleven  days,  part  of 
which  the  pond  was -so  soft  that  the  skaters  had  to  be  kept  off 
a while.  The  ice  in  December  was  at  no  time  in  condition  to 
warrant  lighting  the  grounds  for  evening  skating.  Although 
the  outlet  was  closed  for  flooding  about  November  1st,  there 
was  no  rain  to  fill  the  pond.  When  cold  weather  was  finally 
promised  December  17th,  the  pond  was  flooded  from  the  city 
mains. 

Front  Street. 

In  the  spring  sodding  was  done  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Market  street  and  the  whole  length  of  the  park  was  seeded 
and  fertilized.  A few  additional  trees  were  set  out  including 
fourteen  tulip  poplars  that  couldn’t  be  planted  the  fall  be- 
fore, 500  more  willows,  matrimony  vine  at  the  foot  of  the 
bank  and  more  golden-bell  at  the  top.  Planting  was  also  done 
at  Boas  street. 

The  Water  Department  requested  designs  for  the  treatment 
of  the  site  of  the  old  pipeline  shops.  The  plans  called  for  a 
water-lily  pond  and  surrounding  shrubbery.  The  lily  pond 
was  constructed  and  planted  under  my  supervision  and  the 
other  planting  was  done  by  us. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  drouth  and  the  greater  use  of  the 
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park,  the  grass  in  the  Front  street  parks  became  more  worn 
than  usual.  During  the  dry  weather  it  was  watered  repeat- 
edly by  using  a tire  hose  attached  to  the  various  hydrants 
along  the  street.  This  is  work  that  is  done  after  the  parks 
close  at  night,  because  it  interferes  less  with  the  use  of  the 
parks  and  because  night  watering  is  best  for  the  grass.  The 
present  method  of  watering  is  crude  and  undesirable.  It  takes 
too  many  men.  It  puts  too  much  water  on  at  one  time  and 
does  not  give  it  time  to  soak  in.  What  is  needed  is  an  inch 
hose  attachment  at  least  every  six  hundred  feet.  With  such 
provision,  when  the  need  comes,  one  man  can  attach  an  inch 
hose  with  an  appropriate  sprinkler,  at  half  a dozen  places, 
allow  each  to  run  for  an  hour,  or  two,  or  three  till  the  ground 
is  not  only  wet  on  top  but  had  a chance  to  soak,  then  he  can 
change  the  hose  to  another  place.  Much  more  effective  work 
can  be  done  at  half  the  cost  of  the  present  method. 

Much  fill  has'  been  made,  notably  below  Conoy  .street  and 
back  of  the  pumping  station.  There  has  been  some  wash  of 
the  river  bank.  At  two  places  the  bank  settled  some  from  the 
wash  of  two  years  ago  and  those  places  were  refilled. 

At  the  pumping  station  the  bank  has  been  filled  out  to  the 
line  of  Water  street  so  that  a foot  path  may  be  carried  from 
Promenade  Park  through  to  Daniel  W.  Gross  Park  and  so 
make  a continuous  park  walk  from  Paxton  street  to  Herr 
street.  The  filling  has  been  done  and  it  is  expected  to  sur- 
face the  walk  and  plant  and  seed  the  new  section  as  soon  as 
spring  opens. 

The  surroundings  of  the  City  Entrance  at  Market  street 
have  had  a number  of  shrubs  added  to  the  plantings  and  many 
bulbs  put  in  for  early  spring  flowering.  A bulb  bed  has  also 
been  established  on  the  little  triangle  south  of  the  Philadel- 
phia and  Reading  Railway  bridge  and  planted  with  tulips  and 
daffodills. 

A bath  boat  was  located  on  the  river  front  near  Reel’s  Lane 
during  the  bathing  season. 

Apparently  the  time  has  come  to  recognize  a path  in  these 
parks  near  the  street  and  treat  it  as  such.  It  has  seemed  im- 
possible to  eliminate  it,  as  during  six  hours  of  every  day 


Resting  under  the  Shade  Trees,  Front  Street  Park 
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shade  can  be  found  there  when  it  is  not  to  be  found  on  the 
river  edge  path,  and  on  a hot  summer  day  people  will  walk 
in  the  shade  if  they  can  and  so  the  path  remains. 

It  is  desirable  to  establish  some  permanent  benches  in  this 
park  along  the  river  walk  and  along  the  interior  walk  when 
it  is  established.  The  number  of  benches  in  the  park  is  not 
sufficient  to  accommodate  the  evening  and  Sunday  crowds  and 


City  Entrance,  Market  Street  Bridge,  on  occasion  of  Dedication, 

April  20,  1906 


yet  there  are  as  many  as  the  turf  will  stand.  Stationery 
benches  could  be  added  which  would  be  in  a desirable  location 
near  sundown  when  the  largest  crowds  are  there,  while  the 
movable  benches  would  accommodate  the  people  at  other  hours. 
These  benches  should  be  of  concrete  with  wooden  seat  slats. 

Drinking  fountains  should  also  be  provided  in  Harris  Park, 
between  Market  street  and  Walnut  street  and  in  Gross  Park. 
The  Smith  cooler  with  bubble  fountain  is  what  is  needed.  Con- 
crete basins  made  rough  or  smooth  and  washed  with  acid  to 
show  the  stone  used  make  beautiful  basins  for  such  fountains. 
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At  the  Island  Playground  the  attendance  indicates  increas- 
ing appreciation  of  the  facilities  afforded.  Three  hundred 
and  thirty-six  feet  of  bleachers,  fourteen  seats  high,  were 
constructed  along  the  east  side  of  the  running  track.  Under 
the  bleachers  eight  pairs  of  dressing  rooms  were  constructed. 
Each  room  is  10  feet  by  sixteen  feet,  and  a shower  bath,  with 
two  showers,  is  built  between  the  two  rooms  of  each  pair,  with 
access  from  both  rooms.  Water  was  piped  from  the  north  end 
of  the  Island  to  make  these  baths  possible. 

The  running  track  was  improved  by  making  a 220  yard 
straightaway.  Each  end  of  the  homestretch  was  extended 
sufficiently  for  this  purpose.  The  track  was  further  improved 
by  widening  the  north  end  and  by  resurfacing  at  many  points. 
As  water  was  provided,  a water  wagon  was  purchased  that 
now  makes  it  possible  to  keep  the  track  in  proper  shape  with- 
out being  dependent  on  timely  showers.  That  the  track  is  ap- 
preciated is  evidenced  by  the  number  and  character  of  the 
meets  held  on  the  grounds. 

The  basketball  ground  has  been  much  used,  as  have  also 
been  the  tennis  courts  and  ball  fields.  Number  1 baseball 
diamond  had  the  infield  stripped  of  sod  and  is  now  on  a par 
with  number  2 in  public  estimation.  The  football  fields  were 
in  better  condition  than  usual  during  the  autumn  because  of 
less  rainfall  than  previously. 

The  dressing  room  of  last  year  has  been  converted  into  a 
ladies’  room  with  toilet  conveniences,  and  toilet  facilities  for 
men  have  been  arranged  at  the  east  of  the  barn.  The  barn 
has  been  throughly  repaired,  reroofed,  weatherboarded  and 
painted. 

The  eastern  shore  of  the  Island  has  been  washed  a good 
deal  by  high  waters  accompanied  by  wind,  the  last  two  years. 
In  order  to  save  the  bank  from  further  encroachment,  a jetty 
has  been  built  just  above  the  Walnut  street  bridge  extending 

diagonally  into  the  river  167  feet.  This  jetty  is  a mass  of 

✓ 

stone  held  in  place  by  chestnut  frame  work  and  oak  plank. 
The  jetty  is  five  feet  and  a half  high  and  is  expected  to  create 
an  eddy  that  will  protect  the  bank  for  a considerable  distance 
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down  stream.  There  has  been  no  high  water  since  the  jetty 
was  constructed. 

The  nursery  has  supplied  52,993  plants  during  the  past 
year  worth  in  any  reliable  nursery  $2,770.33;  or  in  Harris- 
burg, with  an  ordinary  allowance  for  freight  and  packing, 
$3,324.39.  The  detailed  statement  of  the  number  of  plants 
used  in  the  different  parks,  with  value  of  the  same,  is  here 
given : 

Plants  Used  from  Nursery,  1908. 


Number. 

Value  in 
Nursery. 

Value  F.  O.  B 
Harrisburg. 

Reservoir  Park,  . . . 

1,258 

$169.82 

$203.78 

State  Street 

602 

99.30 

119.16 

Twelfth  Street,  . . . 

970 

89.75 

107.70 

Front  Street 

6,156 

408 . 45 

490 . 14 

Island 

4,948 

153.84 

184.61 

Parkway,  

9,429 

338.94 

406 . 73 

Wildwood 

22.925 

1,194.68 

1,433.62 

Water  Department, 
Harrisburg  Athletic 

792 

60.21 

72 . 25 

Club,  

Allison  Hill  Hook 

4,810 

162.21 

194.65 

and  Ladder  Co.,  . 
Florence  Crittenden 

205 

27.40 

32 . 88 

Home,  

27 

6.96 

8 . 35 

Miscellaneous,  .... 

871 

58 . 77 

70 . 52 

Total 

52,993 

$2,770.33 

$3,324.39 

The  cost  of  the  nursery  for  the  year  has  been : 

«/  «/ 


Planting  and  digging,  $152  10 

Cultivating,  286  07 

New  Plants,  24  95 

Spraying,  3 19 


$466  31 
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rriu‘  number  of  plants  in  the  nursery  January  1st,  1909, 
was  81,617  worth  $5,103.00.  The  value  of  the  stock  in  the 
nursery  January  1st,  1908,  was  $4,534.81. 

The  summary  of  the  nursery  transactions  by  years  is  as 
follows : 

Plants  used, 

Cost  of  plants  Value  F.  O.  B., 


and  care. 

Harrisburg . 

1 905 

$309  72 

1906 

2,724  20 

$4,047  62 

1907 

662  74 

2,160  30 

1908 

466  31 

3,324  39 

$4,162  97 

$9,532  31 

Value  of  stock 

in  Nursery,  Jan.  1,  1909, 

5,103  00 

$14,635  31 

Net  saving  of  the  Nursery  to  date,  $10,472.34. 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  that  the  value  of  the  plants 
used  from  the  nursery  is  $5,369.34  in  excess  of  the  total  cost 
of  the  nursery  and  that  in  addition,  there  still  remains  in 
the  nursery,  plants  of  the  finest  grade  to  the  value  of  $5,103.00. 

Of  these  plants,  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  will  be 
taken  to  Wildwood  Park  and  used  along  the  dike  that  has 
been  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake  and  two  thousand  of 
the  largest  plants  will  be  used  near  the  pumping  station,  while 
eleven  thousand  plants  will  be  used  at  other  points  on  the 
river  bank. 

Parkway. 

Early  in  February  a big  fiood  in  the  Spring  Creek  Valley 
washed  away  the  county  bridge  at  19th  street  and  did  a good 
bit  of  road  washing.  This  was  repaired  with  gravel  from  the 
creek  bed.  After  considerable  delay  the  bridge  was  rebuilt. 
Negotiations  were  had  with  the  Countv  Commissioners  with 
the  view  of  getting  sufficient  head  room  under  the  bridge  for 
the  parkway  drive  so  as  to  avoid  the  dangerous  trolley  cross- 
ing. It  was  also  hoped  to  get  an  artistic  arch  bridge.  The 
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only  concession  obtained  was  two  feet  additional  head  room, 
where  five  could  have  been  provided  with  slight  additional 
cost.  A road  has  been  constructed  under  the  bridge  but  too 
late  in  the  Fall  to  come  into  use  before  Winter. 

Now  that  Cameron  street  has  been  paved,  the  use  of  the 
parkway  has  increased  perceptibly. 

It  is  important  that  arrangements  be  made  now  to  get 


On  Cameron  Parkway 


through  the  poorhouse  property  wTith  the  parkway,  as  the 
lease  for  the  right  of  way  through  Cameron’s  woods  expires 
in  the  Spring. 

A well  and  toilet  should  by  all  means  be  provided  in  the 
parkway  this  season.  The  use  that  is  made  of  this  bit  of 
park  demands  such  accommodations. 

Thirteenth  Street. 

This  playground  has  been  much  used  and  thoroughly  ap- 
preciated the  past  season.  Sycamore  street  has  been  opened 
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across  the  north  end  of  the  grounds,  but  not  in  such  a way  as 
to  impair  its  usefulness.  A dressing  room  and  toilets  were 
provided  here  this  season.  Grounds  for  baseball,  football,  and 
tennis  were  kept  up  as  last  year.  The  lease  has  now  expired, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  it  be  renewed  for  a year  or  two  till 
the  Commission  is  in  position  to  acquire  permanent  grounds 
in  this  part  of  the  City. 

Cameron  Street  Grass  Plot. 

The  grass  plot  provided  for  by  Councils  at  Cameron  street 
near  Paxton,  when  Oameron  street  should  be  paved,  was  put 
in  according  to  ordinance.  It  was  finished  too  late  to  seed 
last  Pall.  A bed  of  tulips  and  another  of  daffodils  have  been 
planted  and  early  in  the  Spring  the  balance  of  the  plot  will 
be  seeded. 

At  Sixth  and  Reel’s  Lane  the  use  of  the  land  was  gotten 
from  Mr.  James  C.  Thompson,  agent,  and  a football  field 
was  opened  there  in  September  that  was  one  of  the  most  used 
fields  during  the  football  season. 

Wildwood  Park. 

The  Cameron- Turner  tract  of  29  acres  was  finally  acquired 
early  in  the  year,  and  in  October,  the  Win.  K.  Alricks  tract. 
December  3rd  the  viewers  in  condemnation  met  on  the  land  of 
A.  W.  Carlile,  Herman  Martin  and  Samuel  Gardner,  formerly 
Steelton  & Harrisburg  Brick  Company,  1.53  acres;  on  the 
land  of  the  Monongahela  Melting  Company,  formerly  John 
Hoffer,  and  Wm.  K.  Alricks,  22.92  acres;  George  Bergner 
Estate,  21.395  acres  and  John  Forster  Estate,  40:947  acres. 
An  undivided  one- third  interest  in  the  latter  tract  was  ac- 
quired just  previous  to  this  date.  The  acquisition  of  this 
ground  now  makes  it  possible  to  accomplish  something  the 
coming  season  in  opening  and  developing  this  park. 

The  enabling  ordinance  passed  by  Councils  in  1905  author- 
ized the  acquisition  of  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  six-tenth 
(666.6)  acres  of- land  for  this  park,  being  portions  of  thirty- 
three  different  tracts.  A supplementary  ordinance  author- 
ized the  acquisition  of  thirty-four  acres  and  nine-tenths 
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(34.9)  additional,  being  a farther  portion  of  a tract  already 
authorized.  Of  this  land,  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  and 
six-tenths  (483.6)  acres  have  been  acquired;  twelve  and 
ninety-five  hundredth  (12.95)  acres  in  one  tract,  by  gift- 
three  hundred  and  one  acres  and  forty-nine  hundredths,  in 
eighteen  tracts,  by  purchase ; and  one  hundred  sixty-nine  and 
sixteen  hundredths  (169.16)  acres,  in  five  tracts,  by  condem- 
nation. For  immediate  development  three  additional  tracts 
containing  sixty  and  seventy- two  hundredths  (60.72)  acres 
are  needed.  One  of  these  tracts  containing  six  acres  and 
seven-hundredths  (6.07)  has  been  arranged  for.  The  re- 
maining one  hundred  fifty-seven  and  two-tenths  acres  (157.2) 
in  twelve  different  tracts,  will  not  be  needed  for  development 
in  the  immediate  future,  though  the  time  will  come  when 
it  will  be  needed  as  a golf  course. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  during  the  summer  built  a dam 
clear  across  the  valley,  eleven  hundred  feet  long,  ten  to  twelve 
feet  high  and  thirty  feet  wide  on  the  top. 

This  will  establish  a beautiful  lake  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  ranging  in  depth  from  three  to  five  and  a half 
feet,  making  a prospect  for  excellent  boating  and  skating. 

The  old  canal  bank  skirts  the  western  edge  for  seven  thou- 
sand feet.  Inside  this  bank  a dike  was  built  about  ten  feet 
high,  which  made  the  top  about  two  feet  higher  than  the 
canal  bank.  This  dike  is  ten  feet  wide  on  the  top.  It  was 
built  to  cope  with  flood  conditions.  As  this  bank  is  now  a 
new,  raw  bank,  it  will  have  to  be  covered  with  plantings  first 
thing  in  the  Spring.  Some  thirty  thousand  plants  are  avail- 
able for  this  purpose.  The  trees  to  be  used  in  this  planting 
are  American  elm,  willows,  and  pin  oak,  with  an  occasional 
Carolina  poplar  and  silver  maple.  The  smaller  trees  will 
be  red  bud,  flowering  dogwood,  silver  bells,  and  dwarf  willows. 
The  predominating  feature  of  the  shrubs  will  be  the  dwarf 
dogwoods  of  which  the  brighter  stemmed  varieties,  especially 
the  red  stems,  will  be  generously  used,  this  character  of  plant 
forming  nearly  half  the  mass. 

Twenty- three  thousand  of  the  plants  needed  for  this  work 
were  removed  from  the  nurserv  last  Fall  and  are  heeled  irr 


City  of  Harrisburg 


i i 

near  where  they  are  needed.  It  is  the  intention  to  have  this 
bank  a mass  of  mixed  foliage,  with  patches  of  bright  bloom  in 
Spring  and  Summer,  followed  by  brighter  berries  and  foliage 
in  the  Autumn. 

The  breast  of  the  dam  will  be  covered  with  coral  berries  on 
the  side  toward  the  water  and  Hall ’s  honeysuckle  on  the  south 
side. 

Where  Fox’s  Run  enters  the  lake,  a higher  piece  of  ground 
existed.  The  run  enters  from  the  east.  The  western  third 
of  the  valley  had  to  be  excavated  in  order  to  give  sufficient 
depth  to  the  lake.  This  material  was  placed  on  the  eastern 
two-thirds ; thus  forming  a fine  promontory  into  the  lake, 
which  will  be  planted  with  elm.  sycamore,  tulip  poplars  and 
other  large  growing  trees,  and  few  small  clumps  of  shrubbery, 
but  most  of  the  area  will  be  seeded  down,  and  a great  deal 
of  the  shore  line  will  be  either  open  to  the  waters  edge  or 
have  only  a fringe  of  low  growth.  At  all  other  points  of  the 
eastern  shore  a drive  will  skirt  the  lake  at  the  foot  of  the 
steep  bluff.  This  point  will  give  an  opportunity  to  enjoy 
the  lake  at  close  range  without  carriages  and  automobiles 
passing  continually  between  you  and  the  water. 

Some  boats  should  be  provided  this  Summer.  If  direct 
street  car  service  is  not  obtained,  ten  would  be  enough.  A 
motor  boat  giving  trip  rides  the  length  of  the  lake  should  be 
arranged  for.  In  case  no  better  facilities  are  ready  for  this 
Summer,  this  would  permit  people  to  go  to  the  Linglestown 
Road  on  the  Rockville  car  and  then  take  a boat  ride  down 
to  the  centre  of  the  park.  A boat  house  and  shelter  will  be 
needed. 

Everv  effort  is  being  made  to  get  the  street  cars  to  the 
park  this  season  via  Cameron  street  direct  to  the  park  line 
a little  south  of  Division  street.  From  this  point  the  cars  can 
skirt  the  boundary  and  give  access  to  all  parts  of  the  park 
south  of  the  lake. 

Some  boundarv  fences  have  been  built  this  season  and  as 

1/ 

soon  as  Spring  opens,  two  miles  and  a half  more  should  be 
built  to  complete  the  closing  in  of  the  eastern  boundary,  till 
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such  time  as  the  adjoining  land  shall  be  developed  as  suburban 
. building  sites. 

The  two  miles  of  paths  cut  through  the  different  tracts 
in  1907  threw  all  the  land  then  acquired  open  to  the  public 
and  made  nearly  a continuous  walk  from  the  City  to  the 
Linglestown  roach  These  paths  were  greatly  enjoyed  by 


In  Wildwood  Park 


many  people,  and  showed  the  beauties  of  the  city’s  new  ac- 
quisition to  many  to  whom  before  they  were  strange.  Im- 
mediately upon  the  opening  of  Spring,  additional  paths  will 
be  opened  over  the  newly  acquired  properties,  thus  making 
continuous  footways  the  entire  length  of  the  park.  Portions 
of  the  old  paths  have  been  flooded,  by  the  lake  and  will  have 
to  be  raised.  This  work  is  all  where  the  old  turf  roads  were 
used  in  the  condition  in  which  they  were  found. 

A traffic  road  from  the  breast  of  the  dam  to  a point  near 
the  Morrow  buildings  has  been  built.  This  road  will  take  the 
place  of  the  road  that  now  crosses  what  will  be  the  bed  of  the 
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lake.  A re-enforced  concrete  arch  bridge  of  30  foot  span  has 
been  built  to  carry  the  road  across  Paxton  Creek.  Both  road 
and  bridge  were  built  by  the  Ferro-Concrete  Construction 
Company. 

Some  pleasure  drive  construction  must  be  done,  but  access 
to  the  dam  through  the  park  below  the  bluff  cannot  be  given 
carriages  till  the  David  Fleming  tract  is  acquired.  A foot- 
path  is  now  open  and  the  road  on  the  bluff  could  be  carried 
through  to  the  breast  of  the  dam  for  five  thousand  dollars.  A 
road  along  the  lake  will  also  be  needed  soon.  As  the  tempor- 
ary road  over  which  the  City  Officials  were  taken  last  Septem- 
ber passes  for  1500  feet  over  land  of  the  David  Fleming  Es- 
tate, that  road  cannot  be  opened  till  the  Fleming  ground  is 
purchased  or  condemned. 

As  far  as  we  control  the  ground  it  is  expected  to  widen  the 
existing  roads,  and  properly  connect  the  different  links  now 
•existing,  to  form  the  drives  for  the  future.  A little  filling  of 
holes  and  ruts  will  be  necessary,  but  beyond  this  no  work  will 
be  done  till  all  of  the  roads  are  so  much  used  as  to  urgently 
require  it. 

A baseball  field  was  graded  and  equipped  with  back  stop 
and  bleachers,  on  the  Cameron-Turner  tract,  just  Avhere  the 
old  hog  pens  and  dog  pound  used  to  be.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  field  was  narrow  and  caused  many  balls  to  be  lost, 
it  was  used  extensively.  The  coming  year  it  is  expected  to 
establish  and  equip  with  back  stops,  four  ball  fields  on  the 
Bergner  tract,  which  is  half  way  between  last  year’s  ball  field 
and  the  dam.  As  the  use  warrants,  additional  fields  will  be 
opened.  Tennis  courts  will  also  be  made,  and  provisions  made 
for  any  other  athletic  interests  as  demand  arises.  It  is 
oxpected  golf  may  be  added  to  the  features  here,  as  the 
crowded  condition  of  Reservoir  Park  makes  it  less  and  less 
desirable  to  have  the  links  in  that  favorite  spot.  Links  could 
he  provided  along  the  western  skle,  and  on  what  has  been  de- 
signated as  the  parade  ground,  until  the  land  mentioned 
earlier  in  this  report  can  be  acquired  for  the  purpose.  This 
tract  of  land  would  not  only  make  beautiful  links,  but  some  of 
the  most  attractive  rambles  and  drives  of  any  part  of  the  park. 
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South  of  the  athletic  field  in  the  woods  near  where  last 
year’s  baseball  diamond  was  located  and  just  north  of  where 
the  Cameron  street  extension  will  terminate  at  the  park  line, 
briars  and  underbrush  will  be  removed  to  open  a picnic 
ground.  Here  and  at  the  athletic  field  two  wells  will  be 
needed,  besides  toilet  facilities  to  make  these  places  usable. 

The  standing  water,  east  of  the  picnic  ground  and  athletic 
field,  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff,  will  be  removed  by  a ditch,  and 
then  the  lower  portions  will  be  converted  into  lily  ponds  and 
pools  with  pretty  winding  walks  and  attractive  nooks. 

Development  beyond  this  point  hinges  on  the  possibility  of 
getting  street  car  service.  If  the  endeavors,  now  being  made, 
to  get  Cameron  street  open  to  the  park  line,  succeed  soon 
enough  to  permit  the  Traction  Company  to  reach  the  park 
by  July  1st,  it  will  make  this  a much  used  recreation  ground 
this  summer. 

When  the  right  of  way  is  obtained  to  the  park  line,  then 
the  tracks  can  be  laid  along  the  park  border  to  the  lake,  thus 
reaching  the  important  points.  Division  street  must  be  kept 
in  mind  as  an  important  park  entrance  of  the  future  and 
steps  should  be  taken  immediately  to  keep  the  crossing  open 
and  so  hasten  the  day  when  a proper  crossing  can  be  had 
at  that  point.  Division  street  is  the  logical  crossing  for  AVest 
End  residents  and  everything  possible  should  be  done  to  force 
the  getting  of  a proper  way  over  or  under  the  tracks. 

In  conclusion,  progress  can  be  reported  and  also  a much 
increased  use,  but,  owing  to  the  limited  appropriations  the 
progress  is  not  what  it  should  have  been  to  keep  pace  with 
the  increasing  use. 

The  increased  facilities  which  the  public  have  a right  tov 
expect  cannot  be  provided  without  funds  sufficient  to  cover 
them  beyond  the  ordinary  maintenance  expenses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  L.  Mulford, 
Superintendent- 


REVIEW  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  HARRISBURG 
PARK  COMMISSION  PREVIOUS  TO  1 908 


Organization  Work. 

The  Harrisburg  Park  Commission  was  constituted  by  Coun- 
cils by  virtue  of  an  ordinance  approved  October  30th.  1902. 
pursuant  to  which  an  election  took  place  November  6th.  1902. 

The  Commission  met  and  organized  November  12th.  1902. 
It  found  itself  at  that  time  without  any  funds  at  its  disposal 

and  without  anv  lands  under  its  custodv  save  Gross  Park 

«/  *-■ 

of  three  acres  and  an  unnamed  strip  south  of  Mulberry  street, 
including  approximately  three-fourths  of  an  acre. 

The  creation  of  a park  commission  in  Harrisburg  was  in 
consecpience  of  a vote  of  the  people  at  the  Spring  election  of 
1902  to  authorize  a loan  for  various  public  improvements, 
among  which  a park  system  was  included.  The  loan  thus 
authorized  for  park  purposes  was  $250,000.  and  representa- 
tions had  been  made  to  the  people  of  the  city  by  those  foster- 
ing the  movement  for  improvements  in  connection  with  certain 
park  plans,  provided  by  the  Municipal  League  of  Harrisburg, 
to  which  this  Commission  felt  itself  pledged  at  the  start, 
though  such  plans,  being  of  private  origin,  had  no  binding  or 
legal  effect  upon  it. 

At  the  outset  of  the  work  the  Commission  found  itself 
without  jurisdiction  over  the  existing  parks  of  the  city,  with 
the  exception  of  the  two  trifling  bits  above  mentioned.  Keser- 
voir  Park  was  under  the  control  of  a special  commission  as 
were  also  the  river  front  parks  known  as  Harris  Park.  Lincoln 
Park  and  Promenade  Park.  Each  of  these  parks  had  a separ- 
ate commission. 

Action  was  promptly  taken  to  bring  about  a harmonious 

readjustment  which  would  place  under  the  control  of  this 

commission  all  the  existing  parks.  Legislation  was  approved 

by  the  Governor  of  the  state  on  April  22nd.  1903.  vacating  two 

of  the  river  front  commissions,  and  bv  the  substitution  of  the 

*/ 
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present  Harrisburg  Park  Commissioners  for  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Harris  Park,  custody  was  obtained  of  that  historic 
bit  of  ground. 

Under  the  ordinance  creating  it,  a definite  method  of  pro- 
cedure was  provided  in  order  to  assume  custody  at  the  Reser- 
voir Park,  which  when  taken  over  by  the  Commission  April 
1st,  1904,  contained  25  acres  devoted  to  park  purposes. 

It  may  be  said  fairly  that  the  real  activities  of  this  Com- 
mission began  with  its  election  on  January  20th,  1903,  of 
Warren  H.  Manning  as  its  landscape  adviser.  This  election 
was  not  only  for  the  best  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commission, 
but  in  compliance  with  the  earnest  representations  made  to  it 
by  the  several  civic  bodies  which  had  had  to  do  with  the  im- 
provement campaign . 

On  March  19th,  1903,  the  first  funds  were  made  available 

to  this  Commission,  which  until  that  time  had  been  without 

* 

any  actual  financial  resources. 

Under  the  advice  of  Mr.  Manning  the  Twelfth  Street  Play- 
ground was  purchased  April  22nd,  1903,  being  the  first  land 
acquired.  This  playground,  including  eight  acres,  was  the 
only  ground  acquired  during  1903  outside  of  the  existing  river 
parks. 

For  the  purposes  of  comparison  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
acreage  of  the  park  territory  which  came  under  the  control 
of  this  Commission  at  its  formation  was  a previously  stated 
thi  ’ee  and  three-quarters  acres,  and  that  when  it  had  secured 
jurisdiction  over  the  river  front  parks  and  Reservoir  Park 

the  amount  thus  placed  in  its  hands  included  a total  of  42 
acres. 

The  General  Plan. 

Following  somewhat  the  lines  of  park  development  upon 
which  the  public  had  passed  in  the  improvement  cam- 
paign of  1902,  but  paying  more  heed  to  the  careful 
study  of  conditions  prevailing  about  Harrisburg  made  by 
Mr.  Manning  as  the  adviser  of  this  Commission,  it  was 
early  realized  that  the  development  of  a park  system  in  Har- 
risburg presented  peculiar  and  special  conditions.  The  city 
is  relatively  narrow,  and  its  chief  distinction  is  in  the  mag- 
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mificent  river  front  it  possesses,  practically  untouched  by  com- 
merce or  buildings.  It  was  seen  therefore  that  the  river  front 
must  be  a matter  of  primary  and  careful  attention.  To  pro- 
wide  suitable  recreation  facilities  for  those  who  most  need 
such  facilities  was  the  motive  underlying  the  selection  of  the 
Twelfth  Street  Playground.  The  improvement  of  Reservoir 
Park  and  its  condition  as  the  great  scenic  park,  including 
within  its  eventual  limits  the  highest  natural  elevation  close 
to  Harrisburg,  was  obviously  required.  The  consideration  of 
the  great  woodland  opportunity  lying  north  of  the  city  in- 
cluded in  the  territory  generally  known  as  Wetzel’s  Swamp 
early  engaged  the  attention  of  this  Commission.  The  possi- 
bilities of  usefulness  in  connection  with  the  islands  in  the 
Susquehanna  river  focused  upon  Hargest’s  Island,  being  con- 
sidered in  1904  as  a possible  place  for  the  city’s  filtration 
plant.  As  connecting  in  a sense  all  of  these  various  park  de- 
welopments  and  providing  a complete  encircling  scheme  of  the 
park  development,  a parkway  ay  as  planned,  including  the  river 
front,  the  eastern  border  of  the  Wetzel  Swamp  district,  a con- 
nection from  there  by  way  of  the  State  Insane  Hospital  and 
the  State  Arsenal  with  Reservoir  Park,  and  thence  by  way  of 
Paxtang  and  South  Harrisburg  with  the  river  front. 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  parkway  scheme  ay  as  of  an  ex- 
ceptional character  though  directly  in  line  with  the  modern 
ideals  in  the  best  park  practice  and  tending  Award  the  con- 
tinual purpose  of  this  Commission  of  bringing  the  parks  close 
to  the  people  rather  than  forcing  the  people  to  seek  the  parks. 

SeAvral  inner  parkways  and  a possible  recreation  park  to 
meet  the  needs  of  South  Harrisburg  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Cameron  and  Dock  streets  AYere  carefully  considered  in  the 
general  plan,  as  Avell  as  the  development  of  Italian  Park  in 
the  Tenth  ward. 

After  much  inquiry  as  to  the  land  values,  and  taking  into 
account  the  relatmely  scanty  resources  at  the  command  of  this 
Commission  for  the  acquirement  of  such  great  areas  as  Avould 
be  included  in  the  aboAV  plans ; realizing  also  the  necessity 
of  a deYrelopment  which  Avould  as  nearly  as  possible  approxi- 
mate the  park  ideal  of  an  acre  of  land  for  each  100  of  inhabi- 
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tants,  a general  plan  was  decided  upon,  including  practically 
all  the  items  above  mentioned. 

The  wisdom  of  operating  upon  a prearranged  plan,  under 
competent  advice,  is  before  Councils  at  this  time,  in  consid- 
ering what  has  been  accomplished  and  the  way  in  which  the 
park  facilities  provided  have  been  used  and  accepted  by  the 
people  who  pay  the  bills. 

State  Street  Improvement. 

There  was  a demand  that  in  harmony  with  the  proceeding 
development  and  the  building  of  a new  State  Capitol,  State 
street  should  be  improved,  under  which,  and  by  plans,  obtained 
from  Mr.  Manning  the  whole  length  of  that  wide  street,  save 
between  Filbert  and  Thirteenth  streets,  was  distinguished  by 
the  creation  of  central  and  stone-curbed  grass  plots,  in  the 
early  part  of  1904.  It  has  been  continually  maintained  with 
care,  and  is  now  a source  of  pride  and  satisfaction  to  our  citi- 
zens and  an  object  of  admiration  on  the  part  of  visitors. 

The  Work  of  1904. 

During  1904  the  Twelfth  Street  Playground  was  opened  to 
the  public.  The  wading  pool,  a novelty  in  Pennsylvania,  was 
built  and  tennis  courts  provided.  In  1906  a complete  outdoor 
gymnasium  of  the  best  character  was  added  to  this  play- 
ground, which  has  been  of  great  and  continual  usefulness.  By 
lease  arrangement  with  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Traction 
Company  the  area  of  the  Twelfth  Street  Playground  was  in- 
creased three  acres  in  1906,  providing  opportunity  for  a much 
needed  baseball  diamond  in  the  vicinity. 

During , 1904  ground  was  purchased  for  the  extension  of 
the  Reservoir  Park  to  the  extent  of  45  acres.  Negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  a portion  of  the  Doehne  tract  adjoining  Reser- 
voir Park  having  failed,  the  authority  of  the  City  Solicitor 
was  invoked  and  thirteen  acres  of  that  tract  condemned  for 
park  purposes;  the  litigation  concerning  which,  it  may  be 
here  mentioned,  has  not  yet  been  concluded,  although  the  find- 
ing of  the  viewers  was  favorable  to  the  city. 
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Although  the  purchased  portion  of  the  Reservoir  Park  ex- 
tension was  obtained  in  1904,  it  was  not  opened  to  the  public 
at  once,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  necessary  to  change  these 
farm  fields  to  park  areas,  to  do  which  required  time  and  much 
work.  In  1905  the  public  was  admitted  to  the  extended  area, 
and  during  that  year  the  Doehne  tract  became  also  available, 
after  it  had  been  passed  upon  by  the  viewers  appointed  by  the 
court. 

During  this  year  the  park  project  was  advanced  materially 
by  the  gift  to  the  city  of  51  acres  of  land  lying  along  Spring 
creek  and  extending  eastward  from  Cameron  street,  by  Ex- 
Senator  J.  Donald  Cameron.  The  Commission  also  received 
by  gift  slightly  less  than  13  acres  of  land  in  the  Wetzel  Swamp 
district  from  Mr.  W.  R.  Fleming,  and  by  purchase  acquired  a 
total  of  252  acres  at  a cost  of  $21,970.78. 

During  1905  much  work  was  done  along  the  river  front, 
the  path  along  the  edge  of  the  bank  being  completed  and 
lighted,  benches  being  provided  and  the  park  regularly  po- 
liced. The  available  length  of  the  river  front  parks  at  this 
writing,  including  what  has  been  acquired  through  the  efforts 
of  this  Commission,  is  now  almost  two  miles.  There  is  no 
portion,  it  is  confidently  submitted,  of  the  park  area  or  the 
city  property  more  useful  to  the  people  and  more  completely 
appreciated  than  this. 

The  Work  of  1906. 

In  1906  all  the  work  undertaken,  including  further  improve- 
ments at  Reservoir  Park,  at  the  Twelfth  Street  Playground 
and  including  the  opening  of  the  Cameron  Parkway,  was  vig- 
orously prosecuted. 

The  Commission  acquired  by  gift  from  Rachel  Cameron 
Hale  and  from  John  Hoffer  a total  of  nine  acres  along  the 
parkway  east  of  Reservoir  Park,  and  occupied  by  consent, 
pending  completion  of  the  necessary  transfers,  two  and  one- 
half  acres  as  the  property  of  T.  G-.  and  W.  J.  C alder. 

The  most  important  acquisition  of  the  year  was  that  of 
HargesDs  Island,  from  the  Walnut  street  bridge  to  its  south- 
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era.  point,  a total  of  23  acres.  This  the  Harrisburg  Bridge 
Company  leased  to  the  Commission  for  twenty  years,  at  a 
rental  of  one  dollar  per  year.  It  was  at  once  made  useful  in 
two  important  ways;  first,  in  the  establishment  of  a park 
nursery,  in  which  trees  and  plants  purchased  elsewhere  might 
be  grown  to  proper  planting  condition,  and  in  which  also 
plants  and  trees  might  be  propagated  for  the  uses  of  the  city. 
It  may  be  remarked  at  this  time  that  the  operation  of  this 
nursery  has  been  extremely  satisfactory  and  notably-  profit- 
aide.  At  current  prices  which  the  Commission  had  previously 
paid  and  would  now  have  to  pay  for  the  necessary  nursery 
stock,  the  island  nursery  has  saved  the  city  considerably  over 
five  thousand  dollars  since  it  was  placed  in  our  possession. 

That  part  of  Hargest’s  Island  lying  south  of  the  Market 
street  bridge  was  converted  into  a recreation  field,  including 
four  baseball  diamonds,  two  of  which  are  diverted  to  football 
uses  each  autumn.  A well  arranged  cinder  running  course, 
a basket  ball  field  and  five  tennis  courts  are  also  provided,  as 
well  as  floating  baths,  to  which  further  reference  will  be 
made. 

The  Work  of  1907. 

Under  an  arrangement  entered  into  by  this  Commission 
with  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  by  hearty  co-operation 
between  the  engineer  of  that  board,  Mr.  James  H.  Puertes,  the 
City  Engineer,  Mr.  M.  B.  Cowden,  and  the  adviser  of  this 
Commission,  Mr.  Warren  II.  Manning,  it  has  been  planned  to 
accomplish  the  important  end  of  protecting  from  floods  the 
Paxton  creek  valley  and  at  the  same  time  create  a pleasure 
lake  in  the  upper  end  of  Wetzel’s  Swamp,  which  by  action  of 
this  Commission  is  now  known  as  Wildwood  Park. 

By  virtue  of  the  arrangement  proposed  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  agreed  to  contribute  and  lias  contributed  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  funds  of  this  Commission  with  which  it 
might  purchase  additional  land  in  the  upper  part  of  the  dis- 
trict referred  to,  as  the  bed  for  the  proposed  flood  prevention 
works,  and  a pleasure  lake.  A natural  place  for  the  neces- 
sarv  dam  was  found  in  connection  with  an  old  railroad  em- 
banlmient  on  the  Gabriel  Iliester  tract.  Much  valuable  time 
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was  lost  in  an  endeavor  to  negotiate  with  the  heirs  of  the  S. 
Fliekinger  Estate.  Xo  agreement  being  possible,  it  became 
necessary  for  this  Commission  to  again  exercise  the  city's 

r ^ i 

light  of  eminent  domain,  and  S2  acres  of  the  Fliekinger  tract 
were  condemned  in  the  extreme  tipper  end  of  the  Wildwood 
district.  This  condemnation  proceeding  has  not  vet  been 
completed,  but  possession  has  been  taken  of  the  land.  There 
was  also  acquired  from  the  Southern  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany; through  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  Id  acres 
at  a cost  of  $1,429.  this  completing  the  land  necessary  for  the 
hood  prevention  works. 

During  1907  the  growing  demand  for  opportunities  for 
recreation  led  to  application  for  baseball  diamonds  in  various 
parts  of  the  city.  In  consequence  of  this  demand,  the  Com- 
mission leased  from  the  James  McCormick  estate  four  acres 
on  South  Thirteenth  street  and  from  the  C.  L.  Bailey  estate 
seventy- ei slit  one-liundredths  of  an  acre.  Both  of  these  leases 

■t'  o 

were  at  the  rate  of  one  cent  a vear. 

«> 

By  consent  of  Mr.  E.  Z.  Wallower.  his  property  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Front  and  Mac-lav  streets  is  now  being  used  for  a foot- 

Cs  C-J 

ball  purposes,  without  any  formal  lease. 

Athletic  Sports. 

It  was  early  recognized  by  this  Commission  that  the  parks 
and  the  park  system  were  for  the  people  and  that  it  was  as 
much  our  duty  to  secure  the  attendance  of  the  people  in  the 
parks  as  it  was  to  provide  the  parks  for  them.  In  consequence 
an  intelligent  interest  has  been  taken  in  athletics,  with  remark- 
able  results. 

Continuing  the  wise  method  of  the  Reservoir  Park  Commis- 
sion. this  Commission  has  continued  the  band  concerts  long' 
held  in  Reservoir  Park,  and  under  Mr.  Manning’s  supervision 
has  prepared  there  a very  notable  open  air  amphitheatre,  com- 
fortably seating  2.800  persons,  in  addition  to  available  grass 
seating  for  as  manv  more. 

Island  Park  has  afforded  opportunity  for  fostering  various 
forms  of  sports.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  Commission  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  High  School  track  meet  was  held  on 
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May  11,  1907,  to  the  enjoyment  of  many  thousands  of  specta- 
tors. The  use  of  the  baseball  facilities  provided  by  the  Com- 
mission has  been  alluded  to  before,  and  the  various  diamonds 
have  been  constantly  availed  of,  as  also  are  the  football  facili- 
ties. 

To  be  in  line  with  modern  progress  the  Commission  in- 
stalled early  in  1907  floating  baths  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  Island  Park,  with  the  result  that  over  fifteen  thousand 
baths  were  there  taken  and  the  facilities  taxed  to  the  utmost. 
An  attendant  was  provided  and  also  such  facilities  as  the 
meager  means  of  the  Commission  permitted. 

Having  possession  of  the  Island  Park,  opportunity  was 
taken  to  foster  water  sports,  with  the  result  of  holding  a 
water  carnival  on  Labor  Day,  September  2nd,  1907.  On  this 
occasion  there  were  swimming  races,  rowing  races,  canoe  races 
and  motor  boat  races,  and  fully  fifteen  thousand  people  en- 
joyed sports  not  -before  available  in  Harrisburg. 

The  tennis  courts  -in  the  various  parks  and  playgrounds 
have  been  constantly  in  use.  There  are  twenty-one  in  all  and 
on  many  occasions  all  were  completely  occupied,  with  many 
waiting  to  be  served.  Several  tournaments  have  been  played 
on  the  courts  in  the  parks. 

Harrisburg  enjoys  the  unique  distinction  of  having  the 
only  public  golf  course  in  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  few 
in  the  United  States.  It  was  prepared  in  Reservoir  Park 
during  1906  and  was  improved  in  1907,  with  the  result  of 
enlisting  the  interest  of,  and  providing  recreation  for,  a large 
number  of  people,  to  whom  such  facilities  would  not  other- 
wise have  been  accessible. 

For  the  maintenance  of  these  sports  the  money  has  been 
provided  for  the  most  part  by  the  people  interested,  and  they 
have  been  maintained  at,  a very  trifling  expense  to  the  Com- 
mission, aside  from  the  interest  and  supervision  of  the  Com- 
mission’s superintendent  and  secretary. 

During  1907  a total  of  $2,486.81  was  contributed  by  in- 
terested parties  for  the  maintenance  of  the  various  items 
above  mentioned.  The  assistance  of  committees  formed  of 
citizens  has  been  invaluable  toward  bringing  these  various 
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athletic  events  to  a happy  conclusion,  and  this  Commission 
feels  gratified  at  the  prompt  acceptance  of  its  provisions  and 
opportunities  by  the  people  for  whom  they  were  intended. 

Attendance. 

The  test  of  any  park  system  is  its  use  by  the  people.  Under 
the  old  conception  of  parks,  the  ideal  was  a grassy  place  inter- 
sected by  finely  kept  roads  for  driving  and  decorated  by  bril- 
liant flower  plantings.  It  did  not  matter  that  such  a park  was 
relatively  inaccessible.  Though  it  provided  scant  facilities  for 
recreation,  it  was  sufficient  in  the  eyes  of  those  who,  for  in- 
stance, founded  and  improved  Fairmount  Park,  Philadelphia, 
that  it  was  a great  area  of  publicly  owned  land,  useful  only 
to  those  who  possessed  exceptional  pedestrian  abilities  or  were 
the  fortunate  owners  of  horses  and  carriages. 

By  this  test  Harrisburg  does  not  stand  high,  for  while  its 
parkway  is  of  unusual  beauty,  it  has  not  been  at  all  considered 
from  the  standpoint  of  usefulness  to  those  who  drive.  The 
idea  has  constantly  been  to  serve  the  people  as  close  as  possible 
to  their  homes  and  places  of  business,  and  to  serve  them  as 
fully  as  possible,  not  only  by  open  spaces,  benches  and  picnic 
facilities,  but  also  by  opportunities  for  wholesome  recreation. 

That  the  people  of  Harrisburg  have  understood  and  re- 
sponded to  this  view  is  well  shown  by  the  attendance  recorded 
in  Harrisburg’s  parks. 

It  is  probable  that  the  scanty  parks  existing  when  this  Com- 
mission came  into  being  did  not  have  an  attendance  of  fifty 
thousand  in  any  one  year,  although  there  are  no  figures  upon 
which  to  base  any  estimate.  Under  the  changed  conditions, 
with  the  absence  of  any  ‘‘Keep  Off  the  Grass”  signs,  and 
with  the  facilities  provided  under  the  organization  effected 
by  this  Commission,  the  park  attendance  was  greatly  in- 
creased. In  1906  the  attendance  was  as  here  given : 


Reservoir  Park,  161,000 

Front  Street  Parks,  468,000 

Twelfth  Street  Playground,  36,000 

Island  Playground  (opened  midsummer),  13,000 


Total,  678,000 
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With  a larger  area  of  parks  and  with  better  facilities,  the 
attendance  in  1907  has  been  greatly  increased,  amounting  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  subjoined  statement  to  more  than  800,000. 


Reservoir  Park,  220,200 

Front  Street  Parks,  466,000 

Twelfth  Street  Playground,  46,600 

Island  Playground,  68,500 

Parkway,  16,750 

Front  and  Maclay, ' 2,000 

Thirteenth  Street  Playground,  5,250 


Total,  825,300' 


Cost  and  Attendance. 

It  may  not  be  without  interest  to  present  the  fact  that  under 
the  appropriation  made  for  the  current  year,  the  cost  to  each 
citizen  in  Harrisburg  for  park  facilities,  on  the  basis  of  70,- 
000  population,  has  been  thirty-six  cents, — under  which  cost 
each  citizen  is  provided  with  ATery  much  better  facilities  for 
recreation  than  can  be  had  at  the  Harrisburg  Country  Club,, 
where  the  annual  charge  is  $22. 

Comparing  the  total  park  attendance  of  825,300  for  1907 
with  the  maintenance  appropriation  of  $25,040,  it  will  be 
noted  that  each  park  visit  cost  slightly  in  excess  of  three  cents,, 
or  less  than  the  one-way  trolley  fare  for  the  attendance  at  the 
trolley  parks  which  alone  are  provided  by  nearly  all  other 
third  class  cities  in  Pennsylvania. 

It  may  also  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  expenditure  per 
capita  on  the  basis  of  70,000  population,  for  the  lands  and 
betterments  included  in  the  Harrisburg  Park  System  is  $2.43 
to  date,  under  which  every  citizen  and  any  number  of  friends- 
he  chooses  to  invite,  has  the  full,  and  complete  use  of  a total 
of  575  acres,  maintained,  lighted  and  policed  in  good  order, 
and  including  recreation  facilities  not  equalled  in  any  other 
city  of  Pennsylvania,  regardless  of  its  size. 

Maintenance. 

Being  new  to  the  handling  of  parks  in  a modern  and 
broad  way,  Councils  did  not  provide,  nor  did  this  Conm 
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mission  ask,  any  maintenance  appropriation  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  work.  There  was  indeed  nothing  to  maintain,  as 
well  as  nothing  to  maintain  it  with.  Upon  the  matter  being 
brought  to  Councils’  attention,  a maintenance  appropriation 
was  provided,  which  has  since  been  extended;  and  while  the 
appropriations  for  1906  and  1907  were  scanty,  it  has  been  the 
earnest  endeavor  of  this  Commission  to  make  them  serve  the 
purpose  intended  and  to  bring  the  year  through  without  a 
deficit. 

Since  the  creation  of  the  Park  Commission,  $67,358.74  has 
been  expended  upon  parks  for  maintenance,  of  which,  deduct- 
ing the  unexpended  balance  of  $1,398.41  for  the  current  year’s 
appropriation,  Councils  have  appropriated  specifically  for 
maintenance  $38,641.59. 

The  Completion  of  the  Park  System. 

Including  the  reimbursement  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  by 
the  Board  of  Public  Works,  expended  for  lands  acquired  to 
aid  in  its  flood  prevention  scheme,  and  various  other  items,  the 
total  receipts  of  this  Commission  have  been  $265,247.30,  of 
which  $198,436.36  lias  been  expended,  leaving  in  our  hands 
aside  from  the  balance  of  the  current  year’s  maintenance  fund, 
and  unexpended  balance  of  $66,810.94.  The  purchase  expendi- 
tures of  this  Commission  have  been  safeguarded  to  the  utmost 
extent  in  the  hope  that  it  might  be  possible  to  fully  complete 
the  park  system  projected  and  alluded  to  at  the  beginning  of 
this  report.  The  rapidly  advancing  prices  of  real  estate  and 
the  penalty  of  the  city  is  hereby  compelled  to  pay  for  its  own 
enterprise  tend  toward  making  this  achievement  difficult. 

At  the  same  time  a very  careful  consideration  of  the  cost 
of  all  the  land  acquired  to  complete  the  park  and  parkway 
as  projected,  taking  into  account  the  fact  that  for  the  most 
part  the  parkway  land  would  be  obtained  without  a purchase 
price,  by  reason  of  its  obviously  improving  effect  on  contiguous 
values,  leads  us  to  believe  that  this  Commission  turns  over  to 
its  successors  sufficient  funds  to  acquire  all  the  lands  required 
to  complete  the  park  system.  In  this  assumption  we  are  re- 
lying upon  a continuance  by  benefited  property  owners  of  the 
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liberal  spirit  under  which,  so  far,  all  the  parkway  lane  has 
been  donated  to  the  city. 

Believing  that  it  was  under  an  implied,  if  not  expressed, 
agreement  with  the  people  to  complete  within  its  term  of  office 
the  system  of  parks  and  parkways  authorized  in  1902,  it  has 
been  the  earnest  endeavor  of  this  Commission  to  accomplish 
that  work.  This  is  not  the  place  to  mention  the  difficulties 
encountered  and  the  hampering  conditions  which  have  inter- 
fered with  getting  possession  of  all  the  necessary  property. 
Having,  however,  upon  the  information  above  mentioned, 
found  itself  apparently  in  sufficient  funds,  the  Commission 
decided  early  in  the  present  year  to  institute  proceedings  for 
the  acquirement  of  all  the  remaining  lands,  by  purchase,  gift, 
condemnation  or  otherwise,  and  there  is  accordingly  pending 
in  the  hands  of  your  honorable  bodies  at  the  present  time  an 
ordinance  covering  all  the  necessary  takings  requisite  to  com- 
plete the  parkway  system.  This  ordinance  has  been  pre- 
pared after  careful  -and  painstaking  efforts  and  represents 
not  only  the  best  judgment  of  the  Commission,  but  very  care- 
ful study  on  the  part  of  its  adviser,  Mr.  Manning,  who  has 
considered  fairly  the  interests  of  the  city  and  of  the  land 
owners  affected,  so  as  to  accomplish  the  needs  of  the  people 
in  the  way  of  the  parkway  in  question  with  the  least  possible 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  land  owners  involved. 

In  closing  its  work  therefore  by  the  termination  of  its  term 
of  election,  the  Commission  feels  that  it  turns  over  to  its  suc- 
cessors a park  system,  which  while  not  entirely  completed,  is 
in  active  and  beneficent-  use,  and  is  in  easy  process  of  comple- 
tion, with  the  funds  already  provided.  It  does  this  with  sin- 
cere gratification,  all  the  more  that  it  is  probable  that  the  575 
acres  thus  involved  represent  in  actual  value  to  the  city  at 
current  prices  a sum  much  more  than  double  that  expended  to 
date  for  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  the  park  system. 

In  turning  over  under  conditions  which  it  cannot  call  other 
than  favorable,  the  trust  committed  to  it  five  years  ago,  the 
Harrisburg  Park  Commission  takes  occasion  to  express  its 
gratification  at  the  wise  liberality  of  the  people  in  thus  pro- 
viding for  themselves  a park  development  which  is  without  an 
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equal  in  Pennsylvania  and  every  day  proving  itself  to  be 
useful  and  beneficial. 

It  also  desires  to  express  its  appreciation  of  the  interest 
and  support  shown  by  the  two  Mayors  with  whom  it  has  dealt, 
the  Councils,  and  all  public  officials  with  which  it  has  had  to  do 
during  its  term  of  office,  without  which  interest  and  support 
its  work  would  not  have  reached  its  present  plans  of  useful- 
ness. 

Prepared  and  submitted  for  the  Commission  by  J.  Horace 
McFarland. 
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